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Agriculture 101 Draft Outline for January 8, 2014 

Snoqualmie Fish, Farm, Flood Advisory Committee Meeting 

 
Existing Conditions: 
 

 Physical  
 Comparative regional assets of climates, soils, elevation  map 
 Historical legacy – types of farming that left current infrastructure (drainage, pumps, 

transportation) 
 

 Variables leading to the loss of agriculture as it was 
 Agricultural economics  
 Cost of land  
 River management  
 Regulations  
 Water availability, water rights 

 

 Significant drivers for agriculture in the basin today 
 Market forces 
 Agricultural community 
 Floods/water quality  
 Stewardship goals, organic, etc. 
 Surrounding development 

 

 Challenges to agriculture in the basin today 
 Farmer transition/recruitment/land affordability 
 Processing, value added, distribution 
 Water 
 Water quality 
 Salmon recovery and new river management goals, depending on how implemented 
 Regulations for infrastructure 

  

 Limiting factors to agricultural productivity 
 Water availability 
 Drainage 
 Flooding 
 Regulations for infrastructure 

 
Four farmers – examples of each for their farm, general comments… Questions 
 

 Brief:  Farmland/Agricultural Production District (APD) Management Overview 
 Growth Management Act (GMA) Resource Lands 
 Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) 
 Transfer of Development Rights Program (TDR) 
 Flooding 

 



 

 Agricultural Support Services (provide 101 level of how they may relate to FFF) 
 Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

(Washington State University Agricultural Extension) 
 King Conservation District 
 King County Agriculture Program 
 King County Agriculture Commission 

 
Challenges/Opportunities Relative to Fish and Flood: 
 
“Where can we find common ground; where are the conflicts?” 
 
Flood: 
 

 Challenges 
 Floodplain regulations 
 Revetment maintenance and protection; river management 
 Levee setbacks 

 

 Opportunities 
 Flood District technical assistance, funding and relationships 
 Levee setbacks 
 Upslope development 
 Agricultural land preservation 

 
Fish: 
 

 Challenges and opportunities 
 Buffers 
 Natural processes 
 Drainage 
 Water quality 
 Water availability 
 Agricultural land preservation 

 

 Opportunities 
 Flooding 
 Upslope development 

 

 Challenges 
 Drainage 
 Natural processes 

 

 Summary of 
 Current tools we have at our disposal 
 What we do not control  

 


