DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY


What water quality-related issues are we concerned about in the Miller Creek and Walker Creek basins?

Questions are presented in suggested descending order:

	ID
	                           One-Time Study
	Relative Cost/Level of Effort
	On-Going, Long-Term Monitoring
	Relative Cost/Level of Effort

	1
	Are water (e.g., streams and wetlands) temperatures supporting aquatic life?
	Low
	Are management actions in the basins improving the temperature regime?
	Low

	2
	Are water conductivity, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and pH during storm 
events and base flow conditions supporting aquatic life? (2004 and 2006 Ecology
ambient data for Miller Creek provide partial answer; 2009 Ecology ambient data for 
Walker Creek provide partial answer)
	Low
	Are management actions in the basins improving the water conductivity, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and pH  parameters?
	Low

	3
	Are nutrient (e.g., nitrogen, phosphorous) levels supporting aquatic life? 
	Medium
	Are management actions in the basins improving nutrient conditions?
	Medium

	4
	Are bacteria (e.g., fecal coliform) levels safe for human bathing in Walker 
Creek?  If not, where are the bacteria originating from?
	Medium
	Are bacteria levels safe for human bathing in Walker Creek?
	Medium

	5
	Are metals (e.g., copper, lead, zinc, etc. in association with dissolved ions) 
concentrations affecting aquatic life?
	High
	Are management actions in the basins improving metals concentrations?
	High

	6
	Are organic contaminants (e.g., hydrocarbons, phthalates, endocrine 
disruptors, surfactants) affecting aquatic life?
	High
	No analogous long-term monitoring planned for now; if an issue is identified during the initial survey, organics analysis could be added
	

	7
	Is water quality toxic to aquatic life?
	High
	No analogous long-term monitoring
	

	8
	Are pesticides affecting aquatic life?
	High
	No analogous long-term monitoring
	

	9
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