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SCAP – Adopted November 2015

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5xqIuisbi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5xqIuisbi0
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2015: (again) hottest year on record

Why Take Action?
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Section One: Reducing GHG Emissions
 Goal Area 1: Transportation & Land Use
 Goal Area 2: Buildings & Facilities Energy
 Goal Area 3: Green Building
 Goal Area 4: Consumption & Materials                  

Management
 Goal Area 5: Forests and Agriculture

Section Two: Preparing for Climate Change 
Impacts
 Program-specific impacts, ongoing 

responses, priority actions and long term 
direction for twelve focus areas
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2015 SCAP Basics



 Unanimously adopted  by 
council, Nov 2015

 5-year blueprint for County 
climate action

King County Strategic Climate Action Plan



Goals: Combatting Climate Change



Goal Area 1: Transportation & Land Use

– Focus almost all new residential 
construction in urban areas

– Double transit ridership by 2040
– Grow transit service thru 2020 with 

no increase in GHG emissions

– Increase the use of alternative fuels
and decrease their carbon intensity

– Decrease vehicle fuel use

Commuters and bike riders board 
Metro Transit’s Route 41 in the 

downtown Seattle transit tunnel.
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Key Takeaways:



Goal Area 1: Transportation & Land Use
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Alternative Energy Use County Vehicles



– Partner to phase in cleaner energy sources, including 
efficiency

– Reduce government energy use by an additional 10%
– Produce large amounts of renewable energy
– Use 100% GHG-neutral electricity by 2025

Goal Area 2: Buildings and Facilities Energy
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Key Takeaways:



Goal Area 2: Buildings and Facilities Energy
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Countywide Renewable Electricity



– Support King County’s permit customers
– Update and implement                                                                          

green development codes                                                                            

– Implement the highest 
green building and 
sustainable development                                                                    
standards and strategies

Goal Area 3: Green Building
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Key Takeaways:

The Bullitt Center in Seattle makes more 
energy than it produces and is a successful 

commercial office building.



Goal Area 3: Green Building
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Green Building Residential Certification

County Owned Capital Projects



– Significantly increase the countywide 
recycling rate 

– Consider the safety and effectiveness 
of banning recyclable materials

– Update the County’s Environmental 
Purchasing Policy 

– Pursue initiatives that improve landfill 
gas collection

Goal Area 4: Consumption and Materials Management
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Key Takeaways:



Goal Area 4: Consumption and Materials Management
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Recycling Rates



– Permanently conserve remaining high-priority lands
– Provide incentives and technical assistance to private landowners

– In partnership, plant at least one million trees by 2020
– Steward and restore more than 25,000 acres

Goal Area 5: Forests and Agriculture
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Key Takeaways:



Goal Area 5: Forests and Agriculture
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– Assess impacts of climate change on local rainfall patterns and 
flooding 

– Plan for climate change impacts on wastewater, stormwater, 
emergency management, public health, roads, flood risk 
reduction, and salmon recovery

– Improve regional coordination

Section 2: Preparing for Climate Change Impacts
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Key Takeaways:

Executive Constantine and regional leaders and 
emergency managers gather as part of the 

Resilient King County Initiative. 



12 priority action focus areas:
Built Environment
• Wastewater Treatment and 

Conveyance
• Roads and Bridges in 

Unincorporated King County
• King County International 

Airport
• King County-Owned Buildings 

and Facilities

Planning and Regional 
Services

• Planning
• Public Health
• Stormwater
• Flood Risk Reduction and 

Floodplain Management
• Salmon Recovery and other Rural 

Programs
• Public Transportation
• Environmental Science and 

Monitoring
• Emergency Management

Section 2: Preparing for Climate Change Impacts
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