
Salmon Watcher Program
Training Slideshow



You can follow along and takes notes 
on the slideshow printout.



Life Cycle of Pacific Salmon

Photo by Hans Berge

Photo by Al Solonsky



Key Identification Features



1. Size

2. Spots

3. Color

4. Other behavioral characteristics

Questions to Ask 
When Identifying Salmon



Chinook (“King,” “Tyee,” “Blackmouth”)



Chinook

Photo by Geoff Clayton

Photo by Carla Milesi



Coho (“Silvers”)



Coho



Sockeye (“Red”)



Photo by Salmon Watcher Katie Klein

Photo by Kollin Higgins

Sockeye



Chum (“Dog”, “Keta”)



Photo E.R. Keeley

Chum



Pink, or Humpback

Pink salmon spawn in central and south Puget Sound drainages ONLY in 

ODD numbered years



Look at boot for scale
Photo by Kirk Anderson

Photo E.R. Keeley

Pink Salmon



Kokanee (“Silver Trout” or “Little Sockeye”)

Colors not 
as bright as 

Sockeye Female

Male
Photos by 

Scott Craig, 
USFWS



Kokanee



Steelhead Trout: Spawn in Winter
VERY RARELY SEEN



Cutthroat Trout

Mouth extends
beyond rear
orbit of eye

Adult Sea-run
Coastal Cutthroat Trout

Spotted
Dorsal fin

Photo by Scott Craig USFWS

Black spots
throughout body

in most sea-run fish

Photo by Rodney Hsu

You will likely only see 
juvenile cutthroat trout. 

Coastal streams may see 
sea-run coastal cutthroat 

late in the season.

Length = 6-8”



24-60”

16-30”

20-28”

30-42”

17-38”

8-22”
up to 30”

Chinook

Chum

Coho

Sockeye

Pink
Kokanee

Cutthroat

Size



Large, splotchy, 
on top and 
bottom of tail fin

Large, oval

No defined spots

No defined spots

Small and distinct, 
only on top half of 
tail

May have small spots

Numerous small 
spots, top & bottom

Chinook

Chum

Coho

Sockeye

Pink
Kokanee

Cutthroat

Spots



Wide color range 
from red to green 
to brown

Green back, 
white belly

Red body, green 
head and tail

Red/purple flame 
like markings

Red on belly and gill 
covers, green back

Silvery
Varies red to brown

Chinook

Chum

Coho

Sockeye

Pink
Kokanee

Cutthroat

Color



Chinook Coho

Large splotchy spots

Spots on top & bottom of tail

May have red over entire body

Spawns September through mid 
December

Often seen at same time/location 
of sockeye

Small distinct spots

Spots only on top half of tail 

Red on belly & gill cover

Spawns mid October 
through early January

Very skittish



CohoSockeye

Small distinct spots

Red on belly & gill cover

Back is dark, bluish green

Spawns mid October through 
early January

Very skittish

No distinct spots

Red body

Distinct green head & tail

Spawns early August through 
late December

Spawns in large numbers



Review











Photo by Vali Eberhardt











Photo by Greg Brown, National Park Service





Photo by Chris Carrel, Friends of Hylebos Wetlands





In the field and at home…



Disc and 
temperature tags in 

2011
on Chinook

Call Hans Berge at 206-296-1964 



Photo by Gina Artero, Volunteer

Coho Pre-Spawn Mortality
For more information, or if you see dead coho salmon 

that are silvery, like the one above, please contact 
Steve Damm: Steve_Damm@fws.gov

Thanks!



http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/beavers.aspx





Stormwater 
is not treated



pugetsoundstartshere.org





http://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/salmon/salmonwatcher/2011/training-packet-data-sheets-tips.pdf
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