
 

October 19, 2016 
 
To:  King County Executive’s Advisory Group on Land Conservation,  

Task Force Chairs, De’Sean Quinn & Larry Phillips 
Fr: Rich Stolz, Executive Director, OneAmerica 
 

 
I’m writing as the Executive Director of OneAmerica, Washington’s largest immigrant and refugee-based 
organizing and advocacy organization.   
 
First of all, I commend the County Executive and the Advisory Group on Land Conservation for beginning a 
thoughtful process to explore how to design a forward thinking conservation program that deeply considers 
the relationship between conservation and social equity.  Matters of equity can often be overlooked in 
deliberations over land conservation, and I acknowledge that there may be limited examples for how other 
municipalities have approached these concerns.  I believe that a county-wide land conservation strategy 
could be a significant contributor to addressing social and racial equity, particularly with regard to health 
outcomes.  And I’m encouraged that this Task Force may design an approach to land conservation that will 
not only help preserve open space, including environmental co-benefits of open space, while also improving 
the quality of life of all of King County’s residents. 
 
As you continue your deliberations, I urge you to consider the following matters: 
 

 The Task Force should intentionally frame its recommendations through a lens of social and racial equity, 

and to the greatest extent possible, seek to engage the perspectives of low-income and people of color 

residents in King County. 

 The Task Force should examine matters of access, particularly for low-income and people of color 

residents in King County, to parks and open space.  A successful outcome to this process would be a 

strategy that addresses disproportionate lack of access to green spaces. 

o The Task Force should also take into consideration what positive impact access to parks and open 

space could play in addressing existing environmental injustice, for example, communities in King 

County already facing the cumulative impacts of poverty, pollution, and other social 

determinants of health. 

 The Task Force should encourage King County Cities to engage in this process as a tool to improve the 

quality of life of their own residents. 

 The Task Force should also consider some additional matters that may not currently be on your agenda. 

o Given the growing housing affordability crisis in large portions of King County, how might a 

conservation fund be used to also preserve land that may be used for more affordable housing 

supply in the future? 

o Given the ongoing reliance on property taxes to fund important initiatives like this effort, are 

there alternative approaches that can minimize the potential impact of increased property taxes 

on lower-income residents, both renters and home owners, in King County? 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 

 
 
Rich Stolz 
Executive Director 
OneAmerica 


