











Limnology for the layperson

Beavers build beneficial wetlands

When it comes to altering a lake

landscape, beaver activity is
second only to humans. Beavers
were almost wiped out in North

America by the early 1900s due to

trapping and draining of lands for
agriculture. However, today,
beavers arc making a comeback.

American Indians called the
beaver the “sacred center” of Lhe
land because they created rich
habitats for other mammals, fish,
turtles, [rogs, birds, and ducks.
Besides being a “keystone”
species (a species thatexerts a
controlling influence upon which
other critters are present), beaver
reliably and economically
maintain wetlands. Such wetlands
are cradles of life with a diversity
of critters (hat can rival tropical
forests. These wetlands can
sponge up floodwaters, prevent
erosion, raise Lthe water table and
act as a filtering system for
receiving waters.

Bits of Beaver Facts

Beavers (Castor canadensis)
belong to the order rodentia, but
are morc closely related to wood-
chucks and squirrels than to mice.

Adults can weigh over 40 pounds.

Beavers mate for life and both
parents care for the young.

The beaver’s fayorite foods.
include water lily tubers, clover,
and the leaves and the green bark

from poplar and other fast growing

trees. A tamily of five or six
beavers may require half a hectare

of dense poplar trees for its winter
food supply. When faced wilh
starvation, beavers will eat
coniferous trees.

By damming sireams, beavers
raise the water level to surround
their lodge with a protective moat,
and also create the deep water
needed for winter {ood storage.
Like most wildlife, beaver
populations self-regulate by
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decreasing their rate of
reproduction when occupancy
reaches a certain level or as
territory is reduced. Howevcr, as
beaverreclaim formertcrritory,
conflicts with humans often arise.

Conflicts with Beavers?
In Washington, many small
lakes and marshes have been

formed or impacted by dams built by
beavers. Paradise, Cottage,

Desire, and Pine Lakes are just a few
examples in King County. Lake
levels, downstream tflows, and
wildlife habitat all are influenced
when lakcs arc altered by beaver
activity. In some arcas management
of the population to prevent damage
to farmlands, roads, and trees is a
problem. To control beaver flood
damage in urban and agricultural
areas, a combination of devices
may be necessary. But be aware
that itis illegal to remove beaver
dams without appropriate
permits from the state and King
County.

Working with the beaver is
usually the best and most
permanent solution. Il beavers
are removed from good habitat,
others are api to move in.
Proven, cost-effective devices,
such as a Trickle Leveler, are
available that can control flood-
ing problems resulting from
beaver dams. These techniques
allow the landowner to continue
to enjoy the benefits of a wet-
land environment without
having to ¢leminate the beaversin
order to protect property. Check out
the Beavers: Wetland and
Wildlife website for some useful
information on working with
beavers (http://beaversww.org/
heaver.html). Or contact the
County Wildlife Program

{continued on page 6)









