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We all know that i’s a busy
waorld, and time is a precious
commaodity. That makes promis-
g your fime as a volunteer a spe-
cial gift. I view of this, we want

to encowrage and acknowledge the

vohmteer lake monitors who
make a substantial time commit-
ment to track water quality on
their lakes. They help us under-
stand not only their own Jlake, but
how lakes are faring throughout
the region.

Why do people volunteer?

Showing concern, lakeside
residents who band together show
a history of involvement in their
lake. By collecting data, they
document trends and potential
problems. This documentation —-
and a track record of involvement
-------- may be beneficial when apply-
ing for grants to fund stewardship
activities that restore or protect
lake water quality.

Staying in tune. Many vol-
unteers were paddiing ‘round thelr
lakes on a regular basis long be-
fore they joined the stewardship
program. They enjoy observing

teers

wildhife and like to keep tabs on
changing coaditions. For some
volunteers, keeping a regular
record of these outings adds (o
thenr enjoyment and understand-
ing of their lake,

Confinuing education. The

stewardship program traing volun-

teers in the how’s and why’s of
data collection, and provides lots
of resources on fake issues. Vol-
unteers can then share what they
fearn with family, friends, and

B TR T VSR L

%@%wyg;yg

{continued from page 2.)
complete data set) to a high of
439 mm at Lake Maycel.

A vecord thirty-six lakes par-

ticipated in the May and june
Level 11 water quality monitoring
sampling events! Average tolal
phosphorus {TF) concentrations
for the three sampling dates were

elevated. Fifteen of the participat-

g lakes had average TP concen-
trations greater than 30 (ug/l.)
compared with 9 of 30 lakes in
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Just %h@ fax maam...

s

- Are you looking for an casier
way to send in your data at the
end of the guarter? If vou have
access to a fax machine send vour
data to Wendy Cooke via Water
asnd Land Resources' fax line at
(206) 296-0192,

Or, if you would like (o enter

ata over the wire!

your data i a compuler, we can

send you data sheets in Microsoft

Excel format. Data report could
be done with the press of a but-
ton! To explore this possibility
i Wendy Cooke at (206) 296-
9490; send her an e-mail at
wendy.cooke @metroke.gov B

y

neighbors. Sharing one-on-one is
a great way to educate each other
about our environment and en-
courage stewardship.

Volunieering can be ifts own
reward. Sometimes the resulis of
our efforts aren’t directly observ-
abie or measurable, but we do
them anyway because they make
us feel good. Volunteering is an
affair of the heart! Whatever their
reasons, we rely on and sincerely
thank our volunteers! B

1996. These elevated levels are
likely due to greater spring runoff
of nutrients to area fakes from
higher than average precipitation

Icve] 8,

(pl‘(,\(-:n(,c, of algao) or ih;u—-, sam-
pling dates are shown in Figure 2
Increased light levels in combina-
tion with elevated nutrients have
resulted in higher than average
chlorophyll a levels for many
Jakes.

Sixteen lakes reported bloom
concentrations of 8.5 or greater
for at least one of the three sam-
pling dates. Lakes Killarney and
Papadise had elevated concentra-
tions for all three sampling peri-
ods while Presire, Dolioft, and
Welcome had elevated concentra-
tions for two of the three sampling
periods. In addition, twenty-three
of the 306 fakes recorded peak
chlorophyll a concenirations for
the June 15/16 sampling dates. B




‘Report from the shoteline

We live near the Fmerald -
City but it can't compare (0 our
Morton is a 66 acre lake Jocated -
four miles west of Black Diamond
within a 250 acre watershed.
Maximum depth is 23 feet with a
mean depth of 15 feet. The lake
is in "good shape” according to
King County. {tis a spring fed
lake with a natural outlet at the
narrow southern end, draining to
Covington Creek, Soos Creek and
then the Green River.

By the end of June, water
ceases (o fow from the lake.
Evaporation and scepage are the
anty sources of water loss during
the summer months. Because
there 1s no flushing effect in the
sumimer, chemicals, motor oil, gas
and any floating plant or animal
tife remain in the lake. The wind
typically blows from the north
and all surface materials eventu-
ally accumulate in the shallow
bay at the south end. Floating de-
bris piles up until it either sinks or
gets blown onshore for residents
1o clean up.

This 15 the fourth year | have
monitored conditions on Lake
Morton. Weekly measurements
on the lake are performed regard-
less of climatic conditions, The
only conditions that prevent trips
out on the ake for data collection
are ice (about once per year) and
lightening storms (once or twice a
year).

Water levels throughout the
20 years of resident observations
have been predictable, Except for

Dick Balash has monitored Lake Morton for four years,

Febroary 96 and January '97! My
dock was under 5 inches of water
for a week in February '96. Since
I take my daily measarements ai
11:00 o'clock at night when many
neighbors are asleep, 1 can't rely
on them for immediate help. So
during high water I put on my
boots and life preserver and care-
fully waded the tength of my dock
through ice cold water about three
inches above my bools o take
lake level measuremenis!

‘The only aquatic plants thai
tend to be a nuisance at Morton
are water lilies near our docks.
They're not a problem yet (o the
many Swimmers we have on a hot
summer's day. There were also
more algae reporied last year than
in previous years as noted by sev-
eral neighbors. We are keeping
an cye on both problems.

Morton has a great variety of

waterfowl, especially during the
winfer season. Bald cagles,
Canada geese, kinglishers, many
varieties of diving and puddie
ducks, and of course the dreaded
cormoranis, who can clean out a
new trout planting in an hour or
less. We have witnessed up o 50
cormoranis on the lake ai the same
time. Rainbow trout and bass are
a prime farget for fishermen,

Muny residents are interested
in forming a lake association to
maintain our quality of life and
protect Lake Morton, We still
have a chance (o mold the lake,
stll able io polish our diamond to
be the lake we want!

(Thenks o Richard Balash,
Volunreer Lake Moniior and ac-
five communiiy member, for this

ariicle.)
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Alestyles

fcontinued from page 5.)
flies can prey on fish and frogs as

easily as the giant water bugs can.

After a year or two, depend-
ing on the species, the dragonfly

nymph will crawi out of the water

onto the stem of an aquatic plant,
shed its skin and emerge as a ma-
jestic winged adult, The
aduits, like the larvae, are
carnivorous and prey
mostly on other insects //
such as mosquitoes. Their su-
pert vision and large wings make
dragonflies the aerial acrobats of
the insect world - they have been
clocked at speeds over 25 miles
per houwr! (Dragonflies were
around 300 million vears ago-—
and had wingspans over 25

King County

the spineless...

inches!)

You can easily observe the
riot of invertebrate life in your
lake with a few simple (ools from
your kitchen. With a strainer or

meat baster, scoop up some water

near shoreline plants. Put your
sample in a white pan or deep
white plate. A hand lens or mag-
nifying glass will help you see
very smail organisms, Sampling

joy bug waitch- 7

different
places will % -2
net different '
creatures. kEn-

ing, but insure a
steady diet for fish
and other vertebrate
life by puiting your wa-
ter sample and invertebrate organ-
isms back in the lake! %

Wamﬁ 1o learn more about freshwater Invertebrates?
(aduto MJ 1985, P{)izd and Brook: A Guide to Nature in. |
Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
]9 79, How 1o }’{smw the /&gzm:‘ft fifseug
Wm C. Bm\}\ nand Co., I)ubuqm. Towa.
“Or.check om the Aquazzc Ecelogy P, me”on the WOJ 1d W}L e Web
at http://www2aetdoor.comy % TEpinky/aquatic htm
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