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Vashon – Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee Meeting Notes
6:30 – 9:15 pm Wednesday, April 24, 2013

 Vashon Island Fire & Rescue  
Emergency Operations Center
10020 SW Bank Rd., Vashon Island 

In attendance: 

	Jay Becker
	X
	Gib Dammann
	
	Armin Wahanik
	X

	James Dam
	X
	Frank Jackson
	X
	Philip McCready
	X

	Laurie Geissinger
	
	Donna Klemka
	X
	Bill Riley
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Staff 
	
	
	
	
	

	Greg Rabourn, KC
	X
	Eric Ferguson, KC
	X
	
	


Also attending: Charles Hitchin, Greg Rocheford. Ken Gresset, Kathy Bosler, Stephen Buffington, Yvonne Kuperberg, Bianca Perla, Doug Wood (Ecology)
6:30
Call to order, Introductions, Agenda Review – Frank Jackson
6:35
Updates and Announcements – Frank Jackson
After brief introductions around the table by committee members, candidates for vacant position introduced themselves. With five applicants, the decision was made to use the existing pool of candidates to fill both the community member position and the upcoming exempt well owner position currently held by Donna Klemka but expiring in July, 2013. A desire was mentioned for subcommittee to take on developing a surface water quality proposal.
7:00
 Review draft notes from January 23, 2013 – Approved with edits. 
7:10
Groundwater and stream monitoring and sampling update – Eric Ferguson
King County Groundwater Program (GWPP) is still monitoring five stream gauges (measuring flow) and five precipitation monitoring stations. Much surface water quality sampling ceased in 2012 with the conclusion of data collection portion of the Quartermaster Harbor Nitrogen study, and that is a concern to the committee. King County added Judd  and Gorsuch Creeks to their routine STREAMS monitoring sites and sampling began again  in Feb. These VMI sites are funded by WTD, not SWM dollars.  Additional  water quality sampling is occurring at Fisher and Shawnee Creeks as part of the Pollution Identification and Correction agreement – a WA DOH /KC grant effort.  The existing annual groundwater water quality work includes monitoring 15 long term well sites (around half are also monitored for water levels) plus 9 monitoring wells that are monitored for water quality and water level.* Volunteers also conduct water level monitoring. The water level monitoring at Maury Island Natural Area, aka Glacier, began and contributes one the longest running data sets on Vashon for water levels. King County Groundwater program also monitors the Gold Beach, Dockton, and the White well on Maury Island. Committee members indicated an interest in reviewing existing monitoring plan and making recommendations for updating/ revisions.
7:30
Update on Island Stream Invertebrate Survey and associated project –Bianca Perla Vashon Nature Center
A competitive Request for Proposals was issued and the Vashon Nature Center was the successful applicant for the Shinglemill Invertebrate Project. Bianca Perla, the director of Vashon Nature Center (VNC) http://www.vashonnaturecenter.org/, provided an update on the Island Stream Invertebrate Survey. VNC received additional funding from the school district to supplement the money provided by the Groundwater program to provide the funding necessary to complete both the volunteer long term monitoring and Shinglemill projects. This year’s bioblitz will be at Shinglemill Creek and Bianca plans to test the monitoring equipment provided by the program at this event. As part of the McMurray school involvement, they would like to provide a presentation to the committee showing their results. The committee thought this would works best as a separate meeting rather than squeezing it into an existing meeting. Education subcommittee will take this on. The discussion moved to long term monitoring invertebrate sampling site locations. Bianca suggested Judd Creek, Christensen and Fisher. Groundwater committee voiced their support for the project. Bianca, Eric and Jo Wilhelm will discuss potential changes to the invertebrate sampling protocol. 
Doug Wood from Ecology– Doug stated that District 19 may be able to distribute their production over more wells. He mentioned concerns about the potential withdrawal of water on various sites without a n appropriate water right. He will bring the new ecology rep to the committee meeting in July for a meet and greet.
 7:55
Related Activities Report 
· Pollution Identification/Correction Grant and Septic Loan Program – A vendor was selected through a competitive process and hopefully septic loans should be available soon.
8:05
Committee Business

Membership vacancies and recruitment updates – Committtee ok’d using the existing pool of applicants for the existing vacancy and the upcoming Klemka vacancy.
Any volunteers for Membership subcommittee? – Jay, Jim, Frank, Armin, and Eric volunteered to be on the recommendation panel for new committee members. Susie Kalhorn was recommended as an additional reviewer.
Reauthorization timeline – Greg hopes to have entire package for review at July meeting.
Bylaw Changes? – A few minor edits were suggested. Greg will create a markup copy and send to committee for a vote at July meeting.
9:00
Public Comment Period

9:15
Adjournment

* GW monitoring site map: http://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/archive-documents/wlr/wq/pdf/0704vmiGWmonitor.pdf ,
VMI stream data web page:

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/waterandland/groundwater/management-areas/vashon-maury-island-gwma/vashon-island/VMI-streams-data.aspx 

