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King County Rural Forest Commission

Membership Information

The Rural Forest Commission was established by King County Ordinance No. 12901, adopted on October 20, 1997.

King County Code Chapter 2.41 specifies the purpose, responsibilities, and membership criteria.  In addition, King County Code Chapter 2.28 and King County Administrative Policies and Procedures for Boards and Commissions contain requirements that affect membership terms and selection.

Summary of Membership Criteria
The Rural Forest Commission is a 13-member advisory body appointed by the King County Executive to assist the County’s efforts to: 1) conserve the forest land base so that it retains its public and private benefits and 2) facilitate the business or activity of appropriately scaled forestry for the long term.  The Commission is in its twelfth year of existence, and has been quite successful to date in making recommendations to the Executive and Council. 

The Commission membership represents the diversity of forestry interests and the different geographic regions of the county.  Membership consists of an equitable representation of the following interests: 

1) Private rural forest landowners, with at least one representative of each of the following categories: 

a) forest landowners with greater than five hundred acres of rural forest land in King County; 

b) forest landowners with forty to five hundred acres of rural forest land in King County, and for whom income from forestry is an important component of total income; 

c) residential forest landowners with greater than twenty acres of rural forest land enrolled in the Forest Land Designation (chapter 84.33 RCW) program; and 

d) residential forest landowners with less than twenty acres of rural forest land; 

2) Advocates of non-timber values of forest land, such as environmental protection, recreation and open space; 

3) The Washington Department of Natural Resources; 

4) Affected Indian tribes; 

5) Consumers or users of local forest products, such as mills, lumber 

6) suppliers, craftsmen, florist suppliers or users of other alternative forest products; 

7) Academic or professional foresters, or forestry associations; and 

8) Rural cities.  

Commissioners should have a working knowledge of King County forestry, a strong commitment to conserving forestland in the county, the ability to work with differing viewpoints to find solutions to complex problems, and a willingness to commit roughly three hours a month to Commission business.

A full membership term is three years.

Voting members must be residents of King County (unless waived by the Executive), and cannot be employees of King County.  Each appointee is required to complete the King County Board of Ethics Financial Disclosure Form before assuming a seat on the Commission.
In addition to the voting members, there are eight non-voting ex-officio members from several county departments, the USDA Forest Service, Washington State University Extension and the King Conservation District.

Application and Selection Process
Applicants must complete and return the attached application form.  Names of the top ranking applicants will be submitted to the executive along with departmental recommendations for appointment.  The Executive will appoint members and submit a list of the appointees to the Metropolitan King County Council for confirmation.

	Name
	

	
	

	Home Address
	

	

	

	

	Business Address
	

	
	

	

	

	Indicate preferred mailing address with an asterisk

	

	Telephone Number
	Day:                                       Night:                                   Fax:

	

	Email Address
	

	
	

	Council District
	

	
	

	(See http://www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/members/members.htm for a Council District map.)

	

	Education: (high school, college/university, degrees held, years completed)
	

	

	

	

	

	Present Employer
	

	Date of Employment
	

	
	

	Address (Employer)
	

	

	


Please respond to the following:
1.  Do you own forest land in King County?_________  How many acres?____________ 

How many of those acres are located in the Rural Area (i.e., zoned Rural (RA), not Forest (F) zone)? ______________

Is your land enrolled in the Forest Land Designation Program (RCW 84.33)?__________

Is your land enrolled in the Timberlands current use taxation category? (RCW 84.34)____
2.  List your affiliations with organizations that are pertinent to the Commission.

3.  What is your experience with forestland management or forestry issues in King County?

4.  What experience do you have participating on a commission, committee or other group of diverse interests working together?

5.  What other skills or perspectives will you bring to the Commission?  What do you perceive as your role on the Commission?

6.  What do you think the Rural Forest Commission can accomplish? 

7. Section 2.41.030 Subsection C of the King County Code specifies property size categories and interest categories that should be represented on the Commission (see page 1 of Membership Information).  Which of these categories do you represent (can be more than one)?
References
Please supply names and phone numbers of two references.

Affirmative Action Program & Personal Information
The Executive seeks a diverse representation on boards and commissions.  Information in this section will assist in achieving this goal and is voluntary on your part.

_____African American
_____Native American
_____Gender (M/F)

_____Asian


_____White


_____Handicap (Y/N)

_____Hispanic

_____Other


___________Date of Birth

Please return completed form and questionnaire to:

Linda Vane
King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Water and Land Resources Division 

201 South Jackson St. – Suite 600 

Seattle, WA 98104
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