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Raging River and Patterson Creek Basins

Stewardship in Action 

Program Purpose

King County and the Stewardship in Action partners have created a dedicated cost-share grant program to assist landowners in the Raging River and Patterson Creek basins with the implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) aimed at improving water quality and native plant and animal communities. Projects that enhance forest health, stabilize streamside erosion problems, restore degraded wetlands and improve agricultural practices are some of the measures that are eligible for this program.
Types of assistance

· Partial reimbursement of the cost of materials, hired labor and permits;

· Free technical assistance, including project planning, site design, and permit guidance;

· Free labor for habitat restoration near waterways, including site preparation and planting;

· Reduced application fees for the Public Benefit Rating System tax relief program.
See page 2 for details on the assistance available.
Funding for Best Management Practices 

The maximum reimbursements for out-of-pocket expenses are $5,000 for most properties and $10,000 for properties with an approved Farm Plan. Between 50 and 90% of the costs of installing Best Management Practices (BMPs) may be reimbursed, depending on the practice. The grant recipient’s share of the cost may be paid out-of-pocket or may be paid from any non-federal source. Federal sources may not be used to pay the recipient’s share. The grant recipient is responsible for securing all applicable permits before the project begins.
Eligibility

If you own property in the Patterson Creek or Raging River basins you are eligible to apply. There is no application deadline. Applications will be considered for funding as they come in until all program funds are expended. Priority will be given to projects that are:
· On private property; 

· Near rivers, streams or wetlands; and/or

· Multiple neighbors working together to undertake stewardship projects.
There is no minimum farm or forest productivity requirement to be eligible to participate. Grants are not available if you are already receiving cost-share payments on the same acres for the same practices during the same calendar year. No grants will be provided to repeat practices on the same site for the same landowner that have been implemented under any other federal, state or local government programs, except where such practices failed through no fault of the landowner.
Steps in the Application Process

1. Submit an application and include a sketch of your project site plan. 

If you need assistance in scoping out your project idea, contact our grant administrator, Linda Vane, at (206) 296‑8042 for ideas on appropriate free assistance. Depending on the type of project, the best help may come from Partnership for Rural King County, King Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation Service, King County or others.
2. Our review panel will evaluate the project proposal for completeness and compliance with grant guidelines. At this stage we may request additional information about the project or your technical assistance needs to “finalize” your proposal.
3. A site visit by County staff may be required. If needed, King County staff work with you to finalize a project plan and a list of best management practices eligible for cost-sharing. Projects that involve native planting or forest management need a plan for maintaining and monitoring the plantings for three years to ensure optimal plant survival. The goal is that after three years, 90% of new plants will survive and only 20% of the treated area will show invasive weeds.
4. Notification of award is usually made within 4 weeks after your initial application. After you receive and sign the award document, funds are obligated to the project and you may begin to implement your project.
Details of Technical Assistance, PBRS Fees and Cost-Sharing for BMPs
Group 1 - Project Assistance

Technical assistance: Free consultation and technical expertise are available in addition to grants. Members of our Technical Assistance Group will bring their resources to your project individually, depending on availability. Advice on scientific or project management questions, suggestions for project evaluation and monitoring, or consultation on habitat restoration practices are available.
Habitat Restoration Crew:  A limited number of crew days are available for habitat restoration near waterways, including site preparation, planting, maintenance after project completion or monitoring. One crew-day is equivalent to seven hours of labor by a five-person crew. Deployment will be based on crew availability. 
Group 2 - Fee Reduction for Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) Application 
When applications come through the SIA grant program, discounts on application fees for the PBRS tax relief program are 50% for single properties and 80% for three or more properties with contiguous open space enrolling together. Under PBRS the portion of your land left in open space is assessed at a value consistent with its "current use" rather than its use for development. The reduction in assessed land value is between 50% and 90% for the portion of the land enrolled in PBRS.
Property must qualify in one or more of the following categories: aquifer protection area, buffer to public land, farm and agricultural conservation land, forest stewardship land, rural open space, Shoreline: conservancy environment, Shoreline: natural environment, significant wildlife or salmonid habitat, special animal site, or watershed protection area.

The PBRS fee reduction is available through December 31, 2010 for properties not already enrolled in current use taxation. For more information visit - http://www.kingcounty.gov/incentives. To apply, contact Linda Vane, SIA Grant Administrator, at (206) 296-8042 or linda.vane@kingcounty.gov.
Group 3 - Best Management Practices
Farm and Forest Best Management Practices (BMPs) are powerful tools for dealing with stormwater runoff and pollution. They use innovative approaches for improving farm and forest productivity while addressing the quality of water entering our natural systems and the health of forest stands. All approved cost-share practices will ultimately have a demonstrated positive effect on water quality and salmonid habitat. Projects that involve planting must prepare sites prior to planting to improve plant survival rates and reduce long-term maintenance needs.
Aquatic Area Buffer Planting: Cost-sharing for riparian or wetland buffer re-vegetation is highly encouraged. Cost-sharing is available up to 90% of your costs, provided a planting plan is submitted with application. Projects may include invasive weed control. Projects will be evaluated on a case by case basis. Applicant will be provided with appropriate sources of information and aid in the procurement of the desired plants from sources readily available to the County. A three-year maintenance plan is required for all plantings.
Buffer Fencing for Livestock: Cost-sharing for buffer fencing (fencing that excludes livestock from streams or wetlands) shall be 75% of the total cost up to $5.00 per foot for materials and labor. If the buffer fencing is called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost-sharing shall be 90% of the total cost. If a more expensive type of fence is used, the applicant will pay for the difference. NO COST-SHARE SHALL BE GRANTED FOR PERIMETER FENCING. (Lifetime: 10 years); 
Cross Fencing for Livestock: Only if called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost-sharing for cross fencing shall be 50% of the total cost, up to $3.00 per foot for materials and labor. (Lifetime: 10 years)

Curtain Drains or Above-Ground Drainage Swales in Livestock Operations: Cost-sharing for diverting clean water away from animal confinement areas is available up to 50% of the approved design. If the practice is included in an approved Farm Plan for the property, the cost-share shall be 75% of the approved design. (Lifetime: 10 years)
Forest Habitat Restoration and Reforestation: Site preparation, native plantings or other practices to encourage natural regeneration or ensure forest establishment on land that has previously been cleared for non-forest use. Projects may include invasive weed control. Cost-sharing shall be 75%, up to a cost per acre determined on a case by case basis using NRCS guidelines for reference. A three-year maintenance plan is required for all plantings. (Lifetime: 3 years)
Forest Health Practices: Practices to improve or restore forest health such as reducing the potential of damage from pests and moisture stress, restoring native plant communities, and improving species diversity. Includes but is not limited to non-commercial thinning, planting, pruning, wildfire fuels reduction and controlling invasive weeds. Cost-sharing shall be 75%, up to a cost per acre determined on a case by case basis using NRCS guidelines for reference. A three-year maintenance plan is required for all plantings. (Lifetime: 3 years)
Heavy Use Protection Area/Livestock Confinement Area: Only if called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost sharing shall be 50% of the approved design, up to $1,300 per animal unit, as designated in the applicant’s Farm Management Plan at time of application. This includes fencing and footing material. (Lifetime: hogfuel 3 years; gravel 7‑10 years)

Livestock Watering Systems: Only if called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost-sharing is available for livestock off-channel watering systems at 50% of the total cost of the system as approved. (Lifetime: 7-10 years)
Livestock Facility Roof Runoff Structures: Only if called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost-sharing for gutters, downspouts, and outlet piping shall be 50% of the total cost, up to $7.00 per foot. Cost sharing for gutters, downspouts, and outlet piping available only on buildings built prior to 1994. (Lifetime: 10 years)
Manure Management System: Cost-sharing for manure storage facilities including animal waste storage shall be 75% of the total cost, up to $420 per large animal, on an approved design, on a case by case basis. This amount may be increased to $720 per large animal, if a concrete floor is part of the practice. (Lifetime: 10 years)
Pasture Renovation: Only if called for in an approved Farm Plan, cost-sharing shall be 50% of total cost, up to $325.00 per acre including any rented machinery and pasture seed. Approval of costs will be based on NRCS calculations for tilling and seeding as defined in the Farm Plan. (Lifetime: 5-7 years)

Permit Costs:  Reimbursement for part of the cost of permits for implementation of any of the above practices may be requested. Cost-share limits are determined by the practice.

Rented Machinery: Cost-sharing for machinery rental to implement a specific BMP shall be 50% of the total cost, up to $45.00 per hour including machinery rental and operator. Cost-sharing will be evaluated and allowed on a case by case basis. Does not apply to personal labor or equipment.
This list is not all-inclusive. Applicants may submit a written request for cost-sharing on water quality and fish habitat BMPs not included.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

PLEASE NOTE: The cost-share percentages quoted above are for 2010.  The funding availability, lifetime maximum, allowable practices and cost-share percentage for this program are subject to change without formal notice, though every effort will be made to alert program participants and prospective applicants.
Participation in this program is open to all eligible applicants without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, marital status, or disability.

Questions? Please call the King County grant administrator Linda Vane at 206-296-8042 or write to: 
linda.vane@kingcounty.gov 
or
Linda Vane, Grant Administrator

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600

Seattle, WA   98104-3855
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STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION COST-SHARE GRANT APPLICATION

	Project location (or attach a map)
	     

	Name
	     
	 Phone
	     

	Email
	     
	Other Phone
	     

	Address
	     

	City
	     
	State
	     
	Zip
	     

	ADDRESS OF PROPERTY WHERE PRACTICES WILL BE INSTALLED, IF DIFFERENT THAN ABOVE
	     

	Address
	     

	City
	     
	State
	     
	Zip
	     

	LEGAL DESCRIPTION OR PARCEL NUMBER OF PROPERTY WHERE PROJECT WILL TAKE PLACE:

	     


1) Is the project located in the Patterson Creek or Raging River basin?     FORMCHECKBOX 
No       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
If the answer is “no,” the project is not eligible for this grant. 
2) Is the project related to fulfilling a conditional use permit, mitigation or legally required action?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    If the answer if “yes,” please contact us at (206) 296-8042 to verify eligibility.

3) Is your property located on or near a river, stream or wetland?       FORMCHECKBOX 
No       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
4) Is your property adjacent to public or private property where the owner has completed or is planning habitat restoration or forest stewardship activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
5) Are you requesting crew time for a habitat restoration project (5-person crew) or technical assistance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes,      days of crew time.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, technical assistance for      .
6) Do you have a stewardship plan for your property approved by the King Conservation District or King County?  (Plans are not required for this grant.)   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a Farm Plan          
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes, a Forest Plan           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, a Rural Stewardship Plan

7) If applicable, what is the name of your KCD Farm Planner?      
8) Attach a sketch of your project site plan and a short written description of your project. If you have a maintenance and monitoring plan for an aquatic area buffer planting, afforestation or reforestation project, please attach it.

PROPOSED BUDGET
	Description of Practice
	Practice Lifetime (yrs)
	Estimated Unit and Total Cost
	Request Amount 
	Estimated Start Date
	Finish Date
	Approved Payment

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	


Grant recipients must pay all project costs first and file for reimbursement of the cost-share payment. The actual payment is determined by applying the cost-share rate against your actual out-of-pocket costs up to the approved maximum amounts for each component. 
Please note:  Do not incur expenses or start projects that you wish to receive cost-share on, until you have submitted this form and received an approval letter from King County in response.

I request the cost -share assistance indicated in this agreement. We, the undersigned, attest that to the best of our knowledge the information contained in this application is true and that the proposed project is not required by a directive of King County or other government agency. I have read and understand the Stewardship In Action Grant Administration Rules. I agree to refund all or part of the funds paid to me as determined by the Approving Official, if, before expiration of the specified practice lifespan I, (a) fail to maintain the practice (b) destroy the practice, or (c) voluntarily relinquish control or title to the land on which the practice has been established and the new owner and/or operator of the land does not agree in writing to properly maintain the practice for the remainder of its lifespan. I authorize a designee of the King County Stewardship in Action Cost-Share Grant Program access to the project site to determine project feasibility, certify project completion, and if applicable to determine compliance with applicable maintenance requirements, provided advance notice is given. We understand that the submitted application is a matter of public record. Also, should this application be awarded:  1) we understand that we may not incur any project expenses until all designated signatories have signed a grant agreement, 2) we will be required to provide proper accounting of project expenses, and necessary and normal maintenance to sustain the value of the project once it is completed, and that (3) we agree to allow King County staff access to the property. Applicants are NOT required to allow public access to private properties.
_______________________________



________________
Applicant Signature






Date

I certify that I am the legal owner of the property described on this application. I give the aforementioned applicant the permission to install the practices listed on page one of this application.

____________________________________


_________________
Landowner Signature (if different than above)


Date

REMARKS:

Send completed application to:

Linda Vane, Grant Administrator

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600

Seattle, WA   98104-3855

Or email to:

linda.vane@kingcounty.gov
Stewardship in Action

     GRANT ADMINISTRATION RULES

A. Start-work Authorization. Application for cost-sharing must be approved in writing by authorized King County staff before work is started on a project. All practices must have the prior written approval of the landowner in the case that the applicant is not the landowner.

B. Project End Date. Work must be completed by the project end date shown on the first page of the cost-share grant agreement. There will be no exceptions.
C. Permits. Any necessary permits are the sole responsibility of the grant recipient and must be obtained prior to the start of the project.
D. Reporting Requirements. Grant funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis unless other arrangements are made with King County. The grant recipient is responsible for the following:

· Secure all applicable permits (federal, state, local) before work begins;

· Establish a record keeping system which includes a breakdown of cash and in kind contributions as well as grant funds and retain these records for three years after the project is completed;

· Arrange with the Grant Administrator for a site visit to verify installation of applicable practices prior to each request for reimbursement; and
· Provide documentation such as copies of receipts with each request for reimbursement. If salaries or wages are to be reimbursed or used for the cost-share, documentation such as time cards or check stubs must be provided.

E. Verification of Project Completion. Funds may not be disbursed until all receipts have been submitted and it has been determined that the applicable BMPs have been installed in accordance with the approved project plan. In order to monitor the extent of BMP installation, access by County staff will be required. It is understood that the grant recipient will be given advance notice of a site visit.

F. Financial Records. Records shall comply with generally accepted accounting principles with all expenditures and cost-sharing contributions documented. Records will be supported by source documentation such as canceled checks, paid bills, time and attendance records, contracts, etc. Invoices must be marked paid and be referenced as to how payment was made (i.e., check number). Records must be retained for three (3) years following payment.

G. Required Site Maintenance Period. Grant recipients are required to maintain aquatic area buffer planting, afforestation and reforestation cost-shared practices for a period of three (3) years unless otherwise required in the project maintenance and monitoring plan.
H. Additional Rules for Livestock BMPs.
· Cost-share will not be approved on properties cited with a violation of the Livestock Management Ordinance 21A.30 or other King County code.

· To be eligible for cost-sharing for livestock BMPs livestock must be present on the property.

· All work completed must be in accordance with the King County Livestock Management Ordinance 21A.30 and constructed to program specifications.

I. Tax Reporting. Any tax reporting is the responsibility of the applicant.
J. Federal Funding. The source of any federal funds used to reimburse grant recipients will be a 2008 grant awarded to King County by the Environmental Protection Agency West Coast Estuaries Initiative (Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 66.119).
K. Federal Audit Requirement for non-profits, colleges and hospitals. If the grant recipient receives a total of $500,000 or more in federal financial assistance during its fiscal year, and is a non-profit organization, institution of higher learning or a hospital affiliated with an institution of higher learning, and is, under this agreement, carrying out or administering a program or portion of a program, it shall have an independent audit conducted of its financial statement and condition, which shall comply with the requirements of generally accepted auditing standards, GAO’s Standards for Audits of Governmental Organizations, Programs, Activities and Functions and OMB Circulars A-133 and A-128, as amended and as applicable. Grant recipients receiving federal funds from more than one source shall be responsible for determining if the combined financial assistance is equal to or greater than $500,000. The grant recipient shall provide a copy of the audit report to King County no later than six (6) months subsequent to the end of the grant recipient’s fiscal year.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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