

June 27, 2013

Dear King County resident:

King County is recruiting volunteers to fill two public-at-large representative roles on its Stakeholders Advisory Committee for the Willowmoor Floodplain Restoration Project (Project). These two positions will join other invited members representing park users, property owners, environmental interests, tribes, and local, state and federal jurisdictions. King County is currently investigating ways to reconfigure the channel and landscape in and around the Sammamish River as it passes through Marymoor Park in Redmond. 

The Sammamish River was reconstructed as a flood control channel in 1964 by King County and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; King County maintains the channel’s flood control functions. The segment of the Sammamish River through Marymoor Park, commonly referred to as the Transition Zone, functions as a critical passage for both flood flows moving downstream and migratory fish moving upstream. As currently constructed, the Transition Zone requires intensive and costly maintenance to support its important flood control functions. Further, these maintenance practices can degrade habitat and water quality conditions, and conflict with federal, state, and local efforts to recover ESA-listed Chinook salmon. 

The Project will investigate potential changes to the Sammamish River and its adjacent floodplain to:

· Ensure the Transition Zone’s capability to provide necessary lake level control, flow conveyance and downstream flood control;
· Enhance habitat conditions in the river channel, associated tributaries and adjacent wetlands for ESA-listed Chinook, steelhead and other species; 
· Improve water quality; and 
· Reduce costs, complexity and ecological impacts of channel maintenance.

The initial phase of the Project is currently funded through a partnership between the King County Flood Control District and the City of Redmond, who, together with King County Parks Department, will form a project team. This phase of the project will include a detailed site evaluation, development of design alternatives, selection of a preferred alternative, and completion of a conceptual design plan. 

The Stakeholder Advisory Committee (Committee) is being created to advise the King County project team and County leadership during this initial design phase of the Project.  Committee members will be expected to:


· Represent their group’s positions and interests related to design of the project;
· Exchange information and ideas with the project team and other stakeholders;
· Assist with the creation of design goals and criteria;
· Help to develop project alternatives;
· Disseminate information about the project to their membership or peers; and
· Provide a public voice to help guide the project toward implementation.

If selected to serve on the Committee, we will ask that you make a commitment to participating in each of the Committee meetings during this initial planning phase of the project. We anticipate approximately seven Committee meetings throughout 2013 and 2014. In addition, Committee members will be encouraged to attend three public meetings on the Project during the same time period. The first Committee meeting will be held in late-July. The final Committee meeting schedule will be established following a review of members’ preferences and identification of the most suitable meeting days and times. 

Proposed Stakeholder Advisory Committee Calendar:

June 27, 2013			Public Meeting #1: Project Kick-off
July 2013			Stakeholder Meeting #1: Committee Kick-off
August-October 2013		Stakeholder Meetings #2-3: Discuss project criteria/review technical studies 
November-December 2013	Stakeholder Meeting #4: Brainstorm on Project Alternatives Concepts
January 2014			Public Meeting #2: Results of Technical Studies/Introduction of Early Concepts
February- May 2014		Stakeholder Meetings #5-6: Further Development of Project Alternatives 
July 2014			Stakeholder Meeting #7: Discussion of Alternative Selection
August 2014			Public Meeting #3: Presentation of Preferred Alternative

We appreciate your interest in participating in the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. In order to help King County select the best candidates for the citizen at-large positions on the Committee, we ask that you please fill out the brief questionnaire below and return it by e-mail or post to Craig Garric at the address below (a digital copy is available on the Willowmoor Project web page at www.kingcounty.gov/rivers). If you have any questions about the project, please feel free to contact Craig Garric, Project Manager, at craig.garric@kingcounty.gov or 206-263-0495. 

Thank you for your interest and we look forward to working together with you on this important effort.

Sincerely,

John Engel, Supervising Engineer, Cedar-Sammamish-Issaquah Basin
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King Street Center
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600
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River and Floodplain Management Section

KING COUNTY WILLOWMOOR FLOODPLAIN RESTORATION PROJECT
STAKEHOLDERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Please provide contact information.
Self:
	Last Name:
	First Name:

	Address: Street:
City, state, zip code: 
	Phone (     )

	Would you prefer to receive communications by e-mail or US mail?
	E-mail □ US Mail□
E-mail address (if checked):




2. Are you a member of any organizations that have an interest in the Sammamish River or Lake Sammamish?




3. What is your primary interest in serving on the Willowmoor Stakeholders Advisory Committee?










4. Can you commit to attending seven Committee Meetings? Yes/No
5. Would you be willing to attend two additional Public Meetings? Yes/No
6. Please mark all of the days and times you could generally attend meetings in the table below. Indicate your first choice for both day and time with an asterisk (*). 
	Monday  □
	Tuesday  □
	Wednesday  □
	Thursday □ 
	Friday   □

	Morning 
9:00-12:00  □
	Afternoon 
12:00-4:00  □
	Late Afternoon 
4:00-7:00  □
	Evening
7:00-9:00 □ 



Mail Questionnaire to: 	Craig Garric, Senior Engineer / Project Manager
				Water and Land Resources Division
				201 South Jackson Street, Room 600, Seattle, WA 98104-3855
Or FAX Questionnaire to: 	(206) 205-5134
Or email Questionnaire to: 	Craig.Garric@kingcounty.gov
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