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FARM AND FOREST INCENTIVE PROGRAM
DRAFT CRITERIA FOR ACQUISITION OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

1. Land that has a demonstrated track record of agricultural production. Lands currently
in commerical production will be favaored.

2. Farmland that is threatened by development. The land is for sale, or property owner is
actively considening converting land to residential or commercial use.

3. Land where the soil quality and growing conditions are condusive to farming.

4. Land that fills in the gaps in the existing farmland preservation program. Purchase
land that creates contiguous blocks of farmland, in order to create a community of
mutually supporting farme,

5. Acquire lands within the existing Agricultural Production Districts (APD). Lands
within an APD have already been identified as having sipgnificant agricultural value,
Lands on the edges of the APD's may be favored in order to create a buffer from more
intense uses surounding the APD's.

6. The size of the land is not a deciding factor as long as it meets the other criteria.

7. Lands that are predominantly in an unspoiled condition, i.e. low amounts of
impervious surface.

8. Do not acquire lands that are limited in their development potential by natural
limitations, such as flooding, wetlands or slopes.

9. Lands will be favored where farmer can make an effective case that farming will
continus on the land for the foreseeable future, either through owner operation of the farm
or long term lease.

10. Lands will be favored where farmer agrees to be an active participant in a farm link
DrOgram.
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Assessed Value of Selected Farm Properties Participating in
the Current Use Taxation Program







Assessed Value for Selected Farm Properties Participating in the

Area

DAIRY

Enumclaw Plateau
Enumclaw Flateau
Enumclaw Plaleau
Enumclaw Pialeau
Enumciaw Plaleau
Snoqualmie Valley
Snogualmie Valley
Snogualmie Valley
TOTALS

LIVESTOCK
Enumclaw Flateau
Enumclaw Flateau
Sammamish Valley
sammamish Valley
Washan Island
Upper Green
Upper Green
Upper Grean
Upper Green
Snogualmie Valley
Snoqualmie Valley
Enumclaw Platesu
Enumclaw Plaleau
TOTALS

CROP
snoquakmie Valley
Snoqualmie Valley
Lower Grean
Lower Green
Lower Grean
Upper Green
Vazhon Island
TOTALS

Current Use Taxation Program

Dwelling
AV (.000)

117
42
127
137
124
20
a7
57
661

2 a8

S

%

27%
29%
38%
35%
41%
BO%
12%
45%
25%

30%
53%
18%
50%
68%
T1%
Td%
E0%
T1%
51%
58%

6%
27%
50%

T0%
18%
25%
20%
43%
45%
21%
1%

Accessony Im

AV (.000) k.
214 50%
44 21%
168 50%
180 48%
1 43%
187 B0%
225 T6%
34 25%
1203 53%
177 43%
13 129%
118 34%
44 15%%:
50 23%
a4 20%
108 16%
74 29%
4 35
43 17T%
136 35%
198 63%
148 54%
1138 23%
4G B0%
121 47%
0 0%
5 42%
g 12%
19 25%
108 52%
352 26%
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Land
AV [.000)

o

58
41
89
47
28
36
26

400

81
39
164
107
18
42
63
a0
k)
Ba
28
88
54
Bal

110
89
T4
68

23

%

2%
40%
12%
17%
16%
11%
12%
22%
18%

48%
J6%,

8%
108
106%
12%

23%
31%0

21%

21%
35%
5%
8%
45%

27%
3%

Total Assessed Valu

144
336
396
302
245
258
117
2364

36T
110

3040

430
649
258
128
255
383
a7
75
40453
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Brochure from Cooperative Extension, “Owning and
Operating a Farm-Based Business: How To Grow It and How
To Sell It!™
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Aegiater far tha
Daiping snd Dparating a. Farm-Basad Businass

Mamas

Address:

Phanac

Farming Interests:

Fames T In vha Amcunt sad rembsn of wieshoge you wivh 10 sciend
snd meil 1Hs regluirailon with mzney 13 the apseeprsbs sddiess belaw,

lar CansaSs workshops s

Cantraiin Cofegs
BD0 'Wasl Locust 51
Crneralin WA 98531

] For dMartagana wﬂrhhun.l bos

1

For moes inlormation an any 6f the workshops call Inatructars
in any of the locations whare you wigh to atiend clasaas.,

prer——
Grays Harbor Collepa

Small Buainess Developmsnt cander
Abardaen WA Q8520

P Waneauver workshops {1

Bl

CASEE Counter

Clark Counly Cooparative Extansion

11104 HE 1433k 5t., Bidg C-100
Brush Prairie, Washington  S88048

Argister ey, Space is very Emited.

COOPERATIVE EXTEMNSION
$ Washington State University
o

Owning and Operating a Farm-Based
Business:

HOW TO GROW IT AND
HOW TO SELL IT!

Learn how to successfully operata a amall scals,
agriculture business in Southwest Washington

. =oil & weaather conditions
. marketing information

» getting rid of weads

. operating a small business
. and much mora

1995-1996 Programa Offered In tha foflowing locwisne-
Mamtezans
Chehalis
Vancouver

Sponsared by
Washington State University Cooperntlve Extanslon
Cantraiia Callags
Grays Harbor Callege



Entrepreneurial Micro-Farming

This course provides students with nacessary skills
to plan and operate a small scale, profitable com-
mercial agricultural business, Students will laarn
afficient commercial harticultural erop production,
along with small business planning, marketing and
oparations, with an emphasis on home-based agri-
cultural businassas. '

This course will be team-taught by a wide varkety of
northwest horticultural and business experta,
Lead instructors are;

Carol Miles
Waszhington Stata University Cooparativa
Extension, Horticulturs, 380/740-1212

Don Tagio

Washington State University Cooperative
Extension, Master Gardener Technology,
J60/T786-5445

Taml Garraw
Grays Harbes Collags, Small Business
Development Center, 360/638-4023

Durelle Sullivan

Centralia College

Community School Coardinatar,
3EQ/T36-9381

Charles Brun 3
Washington State Unbversity Cooperative
Extension, Horticulture, 360/254-8436

||

=
—r———

Centralia Workshops held st Centralls Collecs
#1=« Bountiful Bambog-=§10.00

Saplemsbes 14, S:30-8:30 pm

Bambaos shoots and plants produgtion B marksting

#2 - Girsang - Too Good 10 be Truse? --#10.00
Saptambar 21, BA0-8:30 pm
Ginseng prodwction &nd markatieg in 1he Paciilc Mortheest

¥3 .- Hamo-Based Markat Gardening == 810.00
September 26, 6:30-8:30 pm

Grawing and markatng wagetables and Berbs in your back
ward.

£4 == Hybrdd Poplars - 510,00
Detober 3, B:30-8:30 pem
Hybrid popter produciion and mareting

#E — Dpen Bpace - 31000

Octobar 10, E:30-8:30 pm

County Assesact’s Difice wil discuss cpen Space programs
and aptions,

#8 - Organis Prodisstion — $20.00

Oereher 14, 3 am - 4 pm

A gwarviaw of tha Washingtan Stote Qrganlo Cerlfication
Program and Cammunity Suppaned Agricultura, Deganic
grevears in W Waabington discusa their farming cperations.
Crganle praduct markating.

#7 = What About Water -- §10.00

October 17, 6:30-3:30 pm

Water s an essential glement for crop produstion - knew your
rights and needs.

&8 - Divarsifiad Emall-Seals Farming == $10.00

Ointober 24, 8:30 - B30 pm

Divarsified etop and livesiack praduction, marketlng consider-
alang and |deas.

#9 - Estata Plasndag - The Maxt Genaratlon - $28. 00
Movember 11, 8 am - 4 pm .
Ahemative ways of trring the family farm owar to the next
generation.

#10 - Solls -- §10.00

Movembar 14, 6:30 « 8230 pm

Uncigrsianding and managing your seil i lmprove crop pre-
duction, soil physical proparies and Tenlllty, and to pretect
wiabar quality.

(AT far o8 10 weovlahdps oF Sij for lndfiduin! warkahnss )

Montesano Workshops hefd at the courthouss
i1 - Hfﬂﬂd Papdars = 470,00

Septamber 26, 8:30-8:30 pm

Hybrid poplar preduction and marketing

12 = Dpon Fpace -- £70.00

Oeiobar 3, 6:30-B:30 pm

Courty Assessors Oilics will digcuss opon space programs
and apticna

#13 - What Abaut Water 810,00

Cetober 10, G:30-8:30 pm

Water b an essential elemant for crep produetion - Enow yous
fiahts and neads,

#14 — Estata Plannlng - The Next Dansswibom - 25,00
Hovembar %, 9 am = 4 pm

Altarmatlva ways of turning tha family farm ewer 1o the nox
fianeratiom,

3D for af 4 warkebaar o Aby for Feafoidval wasirhapel

Vancouvar Workshops held st CASEE Cantar

The Business of Hortlculture -- $756 for all 3

W15 == Novembar 4, B-ﬂ-lm—lﬂﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ N
Lasrn aboul opporunitles, develop o business piin, Cugd an
small feules, hypdropaonics and greenhouses

#16 ~ Movambar 11, 9 8m - 4 pm - §30,00
Clagsas an tres fruits, gingeng, specialty mushroams, en-farm
processing

#1T — Nawamber 18, 9 am - 4 pm - §30.00
Clagsas on farm Bnancing, direct merksing, vegetables,

orgenia praduction.
(AT 3 Meacowww wackilbapi atd ATE, o hafvhiual workebaps for £330 each.}

s
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King County Department of Development and Environmental
Services, Fee Structure







King County Department of Development and Environmental Services

September 21,1995 King County Agriculture Commission
Meeting
Fee Structure Example for Agricultural Buildings
e.g A 10,000 sq. ft hay barn
fee is approximartely:
Fee Item Cost (rounded to the nearest $100)
Fublic Access No Public Access
Building Processing Fee 400 400
Structure Fee -
Agricultural Buildings 7,000 1400
Inspection Fee 7,000 1400
Site Review 1,100 1100
{Zoning designations)
Drainage Review 1,700 1,700
(for projects over 5,000 sq. fi)
Fire Flow 300 300
Fire Safety Review 200 200
Traffic Review 300 0
Parking Review 300 0
SEPA Checklist 600 GO0
For bldgs. owver 10,000 sq, fi)
Sensitive Area Review Basic Fee
Wetlands/Stream S00 S00
Geotech _ S00 500
{may be required)
Cost for permit
for 210,000 sq. foot hay bam 519,900 $8,100

This are examples only. Fees are dependent on the use, size of building, and the
emvironmental constraints (flood plains, streams, wetlands)
Presented by:Martha Goodlett, DDES Educator
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WHEREAS, =ald Agricultural Presarvatlon Plan specifically
states a need to raeduca nen-farm and farm confllcts by notifying
existing and new resldents adjacent and near existing farms and
farm oparatiens of those farm operations and activities; and

WHEREAS,; the Agricultural Ldﬁlsnry Board raeviewad the Skagit
County and other right-to-fara laws and in its letter dated
August B, 1551 recommendsd that the County Ceouncil adept

previsions of the Skaglt County Right to Farm Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the provisions contained herein meet goals and
provisions of the 1982 Agricultural Preservation Plan and tha
Growth Management Act, and are necessary to protect tha health
arid safety of Snchemish County residents; an

WHEREAS, the County Couneil hald publie hearings on June 7,

June 14, July 7 and August 4, 1593 to consider Ordinance 53-040;
and

WHEREAS, the County Council determined to adopt the right to
farm ordinanca to apply to das ted farmlands as recommended by
the Planning Commizsion, but will send a letter to the .

Agricultural Advisory Board asking that the Board review and make
a recommendation on whethaer to expand the szcopa of the right teo
farm ordinance to.non-deslignated farmlands; and

WHEREAS, all references to dates in Ordinance 93-040 should
be adjusted to reflect that 1993 is the interim plan adoption
date and that the naw GMA plan deadline is July 1954) and the

effectiva date 1is Sectlon 7 of the Ordinanca shall be October 15,
1593,

HOW, THEREFORE, EE IT ORDAINED:

Wew Section, Sectien 1: -A new chaptar 32.15 Right to Farm, is
added to Snchomish County Coda Title 32 as follows:

Chapter 32.15

RIGHT TO FARM
Sections

42.,15.,010 Purposa

32.15.020 Ppefinitions

32.15.030 Agricultural activities-presumed reasonable and
not a nuisance

32.15.040 Circumstances for notice and disclosure
212.15.050 Disclosure taxt

32.15.0680 Severabllicy

32.15.070 Effective date

CADINANCE ¥No. 93-040
Page 2
August 4, 1953 as amended and adoptad by the Council



22,12.010 Purpgase, Farm activities conducted on dasignated
farmland near rural reeidential and urbanizing arsas are auh-

jected to nuisanca cemplaints and such complaints encourage ra-
quests for premature conversion of thosa resource linds. The
purposa of this chapter iz to help assure that the Use of lands
adjacent to designated farmland does not interfere vith the con-
tinued use, in the accustomed manner, of the designated farmland
for thae preduction of food and agricultural producte. This ig
accomplished by providing that farm activitiss cenducted on des-
ignated farmland are racocgnized as accepted activities and there-
fore the potential of nuisance complaints and lawsuits is
reduced. A further purpose is to encourage a good nelghbor
relationship betwean farmland owners and residential and other
landovners by promoting greater awareness of farmlng activities
through notification of owners of land In, adjacent and near des-
Ignated farmlands of the farm activities, :

22.15.020 pefinitiens.

(1) ™Acceptable Agriculture Practices" means agricultural
activities undertaken in cenformity with all applicable lawas and
rulas, including farm water qualit{ nana?anant plans daveloped in
accordance with standards and specifications of the U.5. Depart-

" ment of Agriculture/Soil Conservation Service authorized in tha
Compliznce Agreement among the Washington State Department of
Ecology, the Snchomish Consarvation District, and the Washingten
state Congservation Commission Relativa to Agricultural Watar
u?alliythnnaqﬁmnnt and approved by tha Snchomish Consarvation
]]5".'-:!'.'!-.

{2) "Agricultural Activities"™ means a conditicn or activity
which occurs on a fara in connection with the commercial
production of farm products and includea, but is not limited to,
marketed produce at roadside stands or farm markets; noisep
oders; dast; fumes; operation of machin and irrigation -pumpsj
movezent of water, Including, but not llmlted te, use of current
county ditches, streams, rivers, canals, and drains, and use of
water for agrioultural activities: ground and aerial application
of seed, fertilizers, conditioners, and plant protection
products; employment and use of labhor; roadvay movement of
equipment and livestock; protection from damage by wildlife;
prevention of trespass; constructlon and malntenance of
buildings, fences, rocads, bridges, ponds, dralins, waterwvays, and
gimilar features and maintenance of streambanks and watercourses;
and convarsion from one agricultural activity to anothar.

(3) *Agricultural Land® means land primarily devoted to tha
commercial production of horticultural, wviticultural, floricul-
tural, dairy, aplary, vegatable, or animal products or of ber-
ries, grain, hay, straw, turf, ssed, Christmas trees not subject
to the exclse tax Imposed by RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.140, or
livestock, and that has long-term commercial significance for ag-
ricultural preoduction.

{4) "Building Permit" means a permit issued under Titla 17
5CC, except permits for Group M Occupancies, plumbing and
mechanical.

OROIMANCE HO. 93-042
Fage 1
August 4, 1933 as azended and adopted by the Council



(5] r"Designated Farmland* means any land designated as ag-
ricultural land pursuant to RCW 36.70A.070 (1) by Snchomish Coun-
ty Council Motion 93-145, land zoned Agricultural 10 Acre in the

zoning <ode, and land designated Agricultural Land of -Frimary
Importance in the Agricultural Preservation Plan.

(6) "Development Permit” means a parmit requiring discre-
cionary review, including but not limited to subdivision approv-
al, short plat approval, planned residential davelcpment approv-
al, speclal use pammit, shorelines substantial development permit,
and a conditional use parmit.

(7) "Farm" means thae land, huildini. freshwater ponds,
freshwater culturing indfiruwing facilities, and machinery used
in the commercial production of farm products.

- {8) “Farm product® means thosa plans and animals useful to
humans and include=s, but is not limited to, forages and =zod
crops, dail and dairy products, poultry and poultry products,
livestock, including breeding, grazing, and racreational equine
use, fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, asses, traes, freshwa-
tar fish and fizh products, aplarias, e na and cther similar
products, or any other products which incorporates tha use of
food, feed, fiber, or fur.

{(9) "Parson" -means an individual, corporation, partnership,
assoclatlen, or other laegal entity.

212.15.90390 Agricultural activities-presumed reasonable and
not 3 nuisance,

Agricultural activities conducted on designated farmlands in
compliance with aceeptable agricultura practices and established
rior to surrounding non-agricultural activities are presuzed to
o reazonable and shall not ba found to constitute a nulsanca
unless the activities have a substantial adverse aeffect on tha
public health and safety.

Hothing in this chapter shall affect or impalr any right teo
sue for damages. ‘

32,15.040 circumstances for notice and disclosure,

The disclosura text set forth in 32.15.050 S5CC shall ba used
undar the folloving circumstances and in the following manners:

{(a) Within 90 day=z of the effective date of this chap-
ter, and pach three years after tha effective date, Snchomish
County shall mail a copy of the disclosure text in 32.15.050 scc,
with an explanatory informational attachment te owners of desig-
nated farmland and real property wlthin approximately 1300 feet
of designated farmland. Seven years after the affective date of
this chapter, the Planning Commission shall avaluata the
affectivanass of this notirfication method and recommend to tha
County Council its retention, medification or deletion.

(ORDIHMANCE NO. 33-040
Fage i
August 4, 1853 as amended and adopted by the Council



(r) DPavelopment permita and bullding permits for land
deslgnated farmland or land adjacent te or within 1300 feetr af
designated farmland shall include the disclosure taxt in
32.15.050 SCC on tha final devalopmant or building pernit in a
location determined by the community development director. sald
disclogure netice shall apply €o tha real property vhich is
subjsct to the develeopment or building permit as of the date of
development or building permit approval and may net be applicable
theresafter if areas designated farmland are changed from tha
farmland designation,

{c} Prior to the closing of a transfer of real
proparty designated farmland, or raal property adjacent to or
within 1300 feet of designated farmland, by sale, exchange, gift,
real estate contract, lease with option to purchase, any other
option to purchase or any other means of transfer (except
transfers mada by tastamentary provisions or tha laws of
déscent), the transferor shall provide the transferee a copy of
tha disclosure text in 32.15.050 SCC and shall record with the
county auditer a copy of the same shovwing an acknovledgemant of
racalpt executed by the transferee in a form prescribed by the
directar of community development. The form of the acknowledged
disclosure text shall include a statement that the disclesure
notice applies te the subject real proparty as of the date of the
transfer and may not be applicabla thereafter 1f areas designatad
farmland are changed from the farmland designation.

(d) In no case shall liability attach to Snohomish
County for any actions, error or cmissions of any person subject
to the requirsmants of this section.

lo ta Tha following shall constitute
the Disclosure required by this sectlon:

“Your real proparty is within, adjacent to, or within 1300
faet of designatad farmland; therefors, you may be subject
to inconveniences or discomforts arising from agricultural
activities, INCLUDING BOT NOT LIMITED TO HOISE, ODORS,
FUMES, DUST, SMOKE, THE OFERATION QF MACHINERY OF ANY EIND
(INCLUDING AIRCRAFT), THE STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF MANURE,
THE APPLICATION BY SPRAYING OR OTHERWISE OF CHEMICAL OR OR-
GANIC FERTILIZERS, SO0IL AMEHNDMENWTS, HEREBICIDES AND PESTI-
CIDES, HOURS OF OPERATION, AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL ACTIVI-
TIES. Snchomish County has adopted a Right to Farm Ordinance
which may affect you and your land. A copy of sald ordi-
nance, Chapter 32.15 S¢C, may ba obtained from Snchomish
County.

Agricultural activities conductad on designated farmlands in
compliance with acceptabla agriculture practices and estab-

lished prior to surrounding non-agricultural activities are

presumed to ba reasonable and shall not be found to consti-

tute a nuisance unless the activitias have a substantial ad-
varse effect on the public health and safaty.

_ORDIMANCE HO. 91-040
Pags 3
Muguak {, 1%9) as amended and adopted by ths Council



This disolesure applies to tha real proparty which is
subject to a develeopment or building psrmit as of thae data
of tha development or building pumgt appreval er, in tha -
case of real property transfersm, the disclosure appliaes te
the subjact property as of tha date of the transfer. This
disclosura may not be applicable thareafter if areas

dtsignatad farmland are changed from the farmland designa-
tion.

Nothing in chapter 32.15 SCC shall affect or impair any
right to sua for damages.,®

22.15,060 Severabillity., If any section, subsection, sen-
tence, clause or phrase of this chapter 13 for any reason held to
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of a court of com=-

petant jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remaining portions
of tha chapter.

32,15.070 Effective Dats, This ordinance shall be effective
on October 15, 1993, ]

The disclosure provislens of 32.15.040 and 32.15.050 scC
shall apply te all building and developmant permit applications
and real property transfer transactions which occur on and after
January 15, 1994, - ;

Section 2. Secticn 17.04.035 last amended by Ord. 93-038 on
August 4, 1993 1s hereby amended to read: i

17.04,035 Intevim Resource Lands, Tha provisions of this
title are subject te tha raguirements of chapters 32.13 ((5E8)).
{{and)) 32.14 and 22,15 5CC. In tha event of a conflict between
a provision of this title and chaptars 32.13 ((8&868))1. ((and))
32.14 and 32.15%5 scc, tha requirements of chapters 32.13 ((5ES8) ).
((and)) 32.14 and 32.1%5 ECC shall control.

Section 3. Sectlon 18.11.035 last amended by Ord., 53-038 on
August 4, 1953 is hereby amended to read:

168,21.035 Interim Resource Iands. The provisions of this
title ars subjact to the requiraments of chapters 32.13 ((&88)).
{(and)} 32.14 and 32,15 SCC. In the event of a conflict betwaean
a provisien of this titla and chapters 32.13 ((588)). ((and))
32.14 and 33.15 ScC, the requirements of chapters 32.13 ((888)).
{{2rd)) 32.14 and 32.15 SCC shall control.

E}mm H3. 53-040
fage &
Adgust 4, 1993 as amended and sdopted by the Council



Sectlon 4. Gegtion 19.05.015 last amended by Ord. 93-038 an
August 4, 1993 is hereby amended to read:

19,08.015 Interim Resource Iands. The provisions of this

title are subject to the reguiremants of chapters 32.13 ((68¢)),.

({ana}) 32.24 and 32,1% 5CC. In the event of a confllct batween

a provisien of this title and chapters 32.13 ((88@)). ((a=nd))
and 32,13

32.14 sce, the regquiremants of chapters 32.131 (({529)).
({and)) 32.14 Aand 32,15 3cC shall control.

. section 5. Sectlen 20.12,015 last amended by Ord. 93-038 on
‘August 4, 1993 iz hereby amended to read:

20.12.915 Ipterim Resource Lands. Thae provisions of this
title are subject to tha requirements of chapters 32,13 ((5e¢)).

{(and)) 32,14 and 32,15 SCC. In the event of a conflict between
a provision of this title and chapters 32.13 ((68€)). ((and))

32.14 2 5CC, tha requirements of chapters 32.13 (({868)).
((end)) 32.14 2apd 32,15 SCC shall control.

PASSED this 4““"_ day of _QJA_?ML@.J—____; 1993.

ENOHOMISH COUNTY COUHCIL
Snohomish County, Washington

(]

Cha rsomn -
ATTEST:

'Clerk of tha Enuncg.'l. r;g.a_,a.‘-‘-ﬁ
Pate: %‘_Eﬂ
( / APFROVED

County Exedutive \

ORDINANCE WO. 53-040
Page 7

hugust 4, 19%) as amendsed and adoptoed by the Council
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Snohomish County Amended Ordinance No. 93-040, Right To
Farm







SHOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
SHOHOMISH COUNTY, WASHINGTON

AMPNDED ORDINANCE HO. 93=040
RIGCET TO FARM; AMENDING SHNOHOMISH COUNTY CODE
TITLES 17, 18, 19, 20 AND 32

WHEREAS, the Washingten State Growth Hanagement Act (herein
after GMAR) states in its Planning Goals that local planning
afforts should *Maintain and enhance natural resource based
industries, including productive timber, agricultural, and
fizheries Iindustries"™ and "Encourage the consarvation of
productive forest lands and produoctiva agricultural landas, and
digcourage incompatible uses"; and

WHEREARS, the GMA requiresd cities and counties to adopt
developmant -‘regulatione which assure the use of lands adjadent to
agriculture,; forest; or mineral resource lands shall not
interfere with the continued use, in the accustomed manner, of
these designated lands for tha preoduction of food, agricultural
products, timber, or for the extraction of minerals; and .

WHEREAS, tha GHMA requires that counties and citles ghall
require that all Elﬁts, ghort plats, davelopment permits, and
building permits isasued for davelopment nﬂtguitiea on, or within
300 feoat of, lands designated asz agricultural lands, forest lapds
or mineral rescource lands, contain notice that the subject
proparty is within or near deaignated agricultural lands, forast
lands or mineral rescurce lands on which a varlety of commerocial
activities may occur that are not compatible with residential
development for certaln perieds of limited duration; and

WHEREAS, Snchomish County has experlenced rapid population
growth which has resulted in increased residential use of rural
lands near agricultural, forest and mineral resource industries,

and a high number of complaints from residents regarding tha
presenca of rescurce industrias: and

WHEREAS, Snchomish County population growth ias forecast to
continue at a high rate resulting in more residential and

non-rescurce land uses being located adjacent to and hear
agricultura, forest and mineral rescurce land; and

WHEREAS, Snohomish County adopted the Agricultural
Freservatlon Plen in 1532; and

WHEREAS, sald Agricultural Preservation Plan lists conflicts
between farmland and farz operations and adjacent and nearby
residential, institutional and other land uses; and

ORDIMANCE HO. 33-040
Page 1
August 4, 1533 as amended apnd adopted by the Co
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PERMIT FEES COUNTY

10,000 Sq Foot
Agricultural
Building
(Mo Public Access)
Snohomish  Skagit Pierce Thurston
Permit Fee 800 700 500 T00
Plan Review 600 500 400 200
Planning Review 200
(Large Sites)
SEPA 400
Drainage May be
required
Total 1,800 1,200 900 1,100

This information was requested by the King County Agriculture Commission. It was
obtain from phone interviews with building technicians from the above counties. The
asctual fees may be higher due to the type of use, reviews by other departments, and
environmental issues. This is to provide a rough idea of fees in surrounding counties.

Martha Goodlett
September 21, 1995
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SUGGESTIONS FOR A KING COUNTY RIGHT-TO-FARM ORDINANCE
Current right-to-farm ordinances in Washington were discussed at cur September 18, 1985 Advisory Comimittea mesting.
The following is the typical format of right-to-farm ordinances, based on those existing in other Washington counties. The
structure and terms commonly used are explained below. The Adviscry Commitiee’s suggestions are included and shown
in bold italics: ) :
PURPOSE of the right-to-farm ordinance and supporting policy guidelines are stated.
TERMS used in the ordinance are listed and defined. The following are some recommended examples:

ACCEPTABLE AGRICULTURE PRACTICES: This means all legal farm practices including USDA, SCS,
Washington State Dept. of Ecology, and King County Conservation District standards and specifications.

AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES: This refers to conditions and activities that are the result of commercial agriculture.
For clarification, a few examples of these conditions and activities are usually listed {such as noise, dust, fumes,
machinery operation, operation of roadside stands, application of seed, fertilizers and plant protection products,
movement of water, farm -laborers, movement of livestock and equipment on roadways, construction and
maintenance of buildings, fences, roads, bridges, ponds and waterways, and conversion from one type of
agricuitural activity to another).

AGRICULTURAL LAND: This means land used for commercial agricultural operations. For clanfication, a few
examples of these opevations and lypes of preducts are usuafly listed (such as horticultural, viticultural,
floricultural, dairy and apiary operations andfor products from vegetable, animal, berry, grain, hay, straw, turf, seed
or livestock operations).

BUILDING PERMIT: This means a permit issued under the appropriate county code and regulations,

DESIGNATED FARMLAND: This means land designated or zoned agricultural under county ordinances (the types
of applicable designations and zones are usually listed). The King County Ordinance should apply to fannland
in Agricultural Production Districts, the Farmland Preservation Program, areas zoned “Agricultural” and
farmiand In King County study areas.

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT: This means a permit that requires county review (such as subdivision, shori plan,
planned residential development, special use, shoreline or conditional use permits).

EARM: This generally means the fand, buildings and machinery used in commercial farming.

FARM PRODUCT: means plants and animais useful to humans. For clarification, a few examples of these
products are usually listed (such as dairy or pouitry products, fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, trees or
fish products or other products which include the use of food, feed, fiber or fur).

STATEMENT that agricultural activities are presumed reasonable and not a nuisance.

REAL ESTATE NOTIFICATION procedures explained. This notification advises new property owners in the area that they
are living near farmland and explains the inconveniences or discomforts that may arise from agricultural activities. The
criteria for determining who will be notified {(distance from farm, etc.) as well as the method of notification is explained. In
the King County Ordinance, this notification should appear in the Purchase and Sale Agreements for Jands
purchased within areas 2oned “Rural”. Additionally, the real estate notification should be mailed to afl owners of
real property within 1300 feet of designated farmland. The complete wording for the notification is given. At the sale or

transfer of property, the notification is signed by the new property owner and recorded. The notification does NOT run with
the land. '

HOLD HARMLESS. All development permits in real estate notification areas are subject to a written agreement by the
developer that he/she wili refrain from any legal action to restrain or collect damages from farmers, or from the county, so
long as the operations on the agricultural land are reasonable and lawful. This agreement applies to subsegquent land
owners, is recorded as a deed restriction and runs with the land. -
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