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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
MAURY ISLAND SITE EPA BROWNFIELDS MULTI-IPURPOSE PILOT GRANT 

FEBRUARY 2O12 

NOTE:  More information about this grant program at the following EPA web sites:           
FAQs:  http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/proposal_guides/mp_faqs.pdf Grant 
Guidelines: http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/grants/epa-oswer-oblr-12-01.pdf 

 

What is the Brownfields multi-purpose pilot grant program? 

This pilot grant program was established to provide funding for the assessment and 
cleanup of Brownfields sites that contain or potentially contain hazardous substances, 
pollutants or contaminants, and/or mine-scarred lands.  This grant program specifically 
defines a Brownfields site as: “...real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse 
of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”  
 
Why is the County’s Maury Island Site eligible for grant funds? 
 
The site lies within the Tacoma Smelter Plume, an area contaminated with arsenic and 
lead resulting from operations of the former Asarco Smelter. In addition, a portion of the 
site was historically used as a skeet range, resulting in additional lead contamination.  

Will King County be responsible for addressing soil remediation (cleanup)? 

Yes. King County is already working with the Washington State Department of Ecology 
on this effort to begin planning for an investigation and cleanup of the site’s 
contamination.  Funding from Ecology has allowed the County to hire a consultant to 
develop a remedial investigation report.  King County and Ecology will be entering into a 
legal agreement (Agreed Order) this spring to guide further assessment and move 
toward a final cleanup plan. 

When is the grant proposal application due to EPA? 

The application package must be submitted to EPA by Friday, February 10, 2012.  
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How is King County providing public notification about the grant proposal? 

King County Web Site—A news release about the County’s intention to apply for the 
grant funds and announcement of the February 7th informational meeting was posted 
on King County’s web site.  In addition, a copy of the preliminary grant application was 
made available on the King County Parks’ Maury Island Site web page.   

Local Newspaper—The news release described above was also distributed to local 
newspapers, and a notice about the grant proposal and public meeting was published in 
the Beachcomber. 

E Newsletter-- Notification about the grant proposal and public meeting was sent via e 
newsletter to the Maury Island Site mailing list. 

Public Meeting—A meeting to provide a brief overview of the grant application and 
solicit public comments will be held on February 7, 2012, from 7 – 9 PM at the Vashon 
Maury Island Land Trust Building, 10014 SW Bank Rd, Vashon.  

UAC Newsletter—Notice of the public meeting was included in the Unincorporated 
Area Council’s Monthly Newsletter (also posted on King County Web) 

How may I get a copy of the County’s grant proposal?  

The County’s draft application for the grant is available at: 
http://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/parks-and-recreation/natural-
lands/KCP_EPA_Brownfields_Grant_Proposal-DRAFT.pdf or by contacting Connie 
Blumen, Natural Resource Program Manager, King County Parks and Recreation 
Division, 201 S. Jackson St., Suite 701, Seattle, WA 98104-3855; 206-263-6371; 
connie.blumen@kingcounty.gov.  Copies of the proposal application  will also be 
available at the February 7th public meeting (details listed in item above) 
 

How do I provide comments on the proposal and when are comments due? 
 
Comments on the draft grant proposal may be sent to Ms. Blumen via email; US mail 
(see contact info in item above) or submitted orally or in writing during the February 7th 
public meeting.  Because a record of comments must be included in the grant 
application, comments should be submitted by 5:00 PM, Thursday, February 9, 2012. 
 
How will comments be considered? 
 
The County’s grant proposal must consider how the County will involve the affected 
community in decisions for cleanup as well how we will involve the public in planning for 
“reuse” of the site which includes not only soil remediation but reclamation of mined 
areas, restoration and development of the site.  
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 Copies of comments received and responses to those comments in addition to sign in 
sheets for all public meetings  are required to be a part of the application package.  In 
addition, the grant application must also contain letters of support from community 
based organizations. 
 
What is the level of funding available through this grant program? 
 
Because this is a pilot, EPA expects to award ten multi-purpose grants in FY12 (one per 
region). Each grant cannot exceed $550,000.  King County will be applying for $200,000 
for each of the assessment and cleanup categories, for a total of $400,000 and will be 
responsible for providing at least a 20% match for the cleanup funds, or $40,000.  

When will the award be announced and when will funds be available? 

Final selection is expected to occur by summer 2012, with funds available in fall 2012. 

Where can I find general information about the County’s Maury Island Site and 
King County’s and Ecology’s joint cleanup (soil remediation) efforts? 

In addition to the February 7th public meeting about the County’s Brownfields grant 
proposal, King County Parks will be hosting a public meeting in March 2012 to initiate 
the management planning process.  Ecology staff helping guide the cleanup efforts will 
present an overview of the process, including required steps and timeline for cleanup 
action planning and completion.  

King County web info about Maury Island Site may be found at:   
http://www.kingcounty.gov/recreation/parks/naturalareas/mauryislandsite.aspx 

For specific questions about the site management planning process for Maury Island 
Site, please contact Connie Blumen, Natural Resource Program Manager, King County 
Parks and Recreation Division, 201 S. Jackson St., Suite 701, Seattle, WA 98104-3855; 
206-263-6371; connie.blumen@kingcounty.gov. 

Information about site cleanup is available at: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=1532 

For specific questions about the soil remediation process on Maury Island Site, please 
contact Ron Timm, DOE Site Manager, at Rtim461@ecy.wa.gov or by phone at       
425-649-7185. 

 

 

 


