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 ELST Issaquah segment after development 



175 miles of  
regional trails 

26,000 ac. of open space 

King County Parks Introduction 



Emerald Necklace 

King County Parks Introduction  
Partnerships 

Sammamish Landing Park opening July 2013 

Park improvement grant 
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urban trail corridor)  

Issaquah Preston  
Trail  

King County Parks Introduction  
Regional Trails 
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King County Parks Introduction 
Why is King County developing the trail? 
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King County Parks Introduction 
Why is King County developing the trail? 

 
 



Project History & Milestones 

 1971: Urban Trails Plan includes ELST  
 1997: Federal Surface Transportation 

Board  railbanks corridor 
 1998: King County acquires corridor  
 1999 : King County Council adopts 

two-phased approach to trail 
development 

 2000-2001: EIS process 
 1999 – 2004: Public involvement  

 Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) 
 Stakeholder meetings  
 Neighborhood workshops 
 Public meetings & hearings 
 Citizen surveys 
 Public hearings  

 197 comments on Draft EIS 
 95% expressed support  

 2006: Interim trail opens  

ELST Project History   
Interim Trail 

ELST Interim Trail ribbon cutting 2006 



ELST corridor undeveloped ELST interim trail 

ELST Project History   
Interim Trail 



ELST Project History   
Master Plan Trail 

Project Milestones 
 2006: Draft EIS issued & public hearing 
 2006-2007:  CAG reviews Draft EIS 
 2009: Final EIS issued 
 2010: FHWA approves Final EIS  
 2011: Construction begins on first 

segment 

Permits and Approvals  
 Federal 

• Federal Highway Administration 
• NOAA Fisheries/U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

  State  
• Ecology 
• Fish and Wildlife 
• Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

 Local  
• Cities of Issaquah, Sammamish, 

Redmond 

EIS public hearings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EIS process for the master plan trail -- began in 2001 with scoping all the alternatives; The EIS evaluated a range of alternatives for where the trail would be located and how wide it would be. EIS draft published in 2006.One option had the trail running adjacent to the parkway Another option considered a trail 30 feet in width.Ultimately, the preferred option was along the existing corridor with of a trail ranging from 18-30 feet wideHowever, through the design process, the trail width was narrowed to 18 For 3 reasons: 1. to minimize impacts to environmentally sensitive areas and 2. To minimize impacts to trail neighbors.3. Cost  There was public input along the way with review by the CAG as well as a hearing on the EIS.Environmental review continued until 2010. 2010: we received final approval from the FHWA (the Federal Highway Administration) Along the way, King County had to secure many permits and approvals at all levels of government (local, state, federal) Many of these processes included opportunities for additional public review and comment. 2011: Construction began on first segment in Redmond.



Burke Gilman Trail  
(Seattle) 

Burke Gilman Trail  
(King County) Sammamish River Trail  

Marymoor Connector Trail  

East Lake  
Sammamish Trail 

 

Issaquah Preston  
Trail  

Redmond Segment 
Completed Nov. 2011 

 Issaquah Segment 
Completed  June 2013 

North Sammamish Segment 
Under construction 

anticipated completion early 2015 

 South Sammamish Segments 
 A &B - In design  

ELST Project Timeline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map shows you how development of the trail is being phased….. The segments in Redmond and Issaquah have been completed and openedRedmond in November 2011; Issaquah in June last year�The 2.6 mile North Sammamish segment is currently under constructionThere are 2 South Sammamish segments -- A & B are in design �Segment A is a 1.3 miles from Issaquah to SE 33rd; we anticipate construction beginning next springSegment B is almost 3.5 miles from SE 33rd to Inglewood Hill Rd.; may be 2016 or 2017There are also Trailhead/parking and restrooms planned at 2 locations -- Inglewood Hill Road and at SE 33rd  anticipated construction in 2017 and 2018. 



Design  
Guidelines 

  Americans 
 with 
 Disabilities Act 
 (ADA, 1990) 

  AASHTO 
 (American 
 Association of 
 State Hwy. 
 Transportation 
 Officials,1999) 

  WSDOT 
 Design 
 Manual (1995) 

  King County 
 Regional Trail 
 Development 
 Guidelines  
 (1992, 1993 & 
 2004) 

Master Plan Trail Design 



 Comply with local, state, and 
federal regulations to avoid and 
minimize impacts to sensitive 
areas  

 Stay within King County right-of-
way 

 Meet regional and federal safety 
standards  

 Minimize impacts to trail 
neighbors  

 Minimize cost without impacting 
trail standards  

 Avoid removal of significant 
trees where possible 

 
 

Master Plan Trail Design Criteria 

Environmental regulations require protection of sensitive areas. 

Construction will be contained within the  trail ROW. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Master Plan Trail Design 



Master Plan Trail Design 

Redmond Segment – completed Nov. 2011 

South Sammamish intersections Redmond Segment after  

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Redmond Segment – before Redmond Segment – after (Nov. 2011) 

Issaquah Segment – before Issaquah Segment – after (June 2013) 

Master Plan Trail Design 



Master Plan Trail Design  
Environmental Features 

Redmond Segment – completed Nov. 2011 

Environmental Improvements  

 Wetland enhancements 
 Stream buffer enhancements 
 Native landscaping 
 Stabilizing slopes 
 Improving drainage 
 Four fish-passable culverts 

 Fish blocking culverts will be removed 

Split rail fencing near sensitive areas  Wetland and sensitive area enhancements  



Master Plan Trail Design 
Fish Passable Culverts 



• Trail Alignment – shift west to 
maximize parking; shift to east to 
preserve significant trees 

• Preserve Access to private properties 
for residents and emergency 
responders  

• Extend Paving – at south end to 
minimize impacts of multiple 
construction seasons 

• Fencing – add split rail fencing to 
prevent informal rest stop  

• Sammamish Landing Park: 
• Maintain access during 

construction 
• Expedite construction for summer 

season 
• Provide multiple access points 

from trail 
• Using split rail fence and shorter 

chain link fence where possible 
 

Master Plan Trail Design 
Collaboration with Residents, City & Partner Agencies  

Sammamish Landing Park remains open 

Meeting with trail neighbors 



Master Plan Trail Design 
Collaboration with Residents, City & Partner Agencies  

• Landscaping –preserve landscaping for 
screening & privacy 



Construction Update 
North Sammamish Segment 

What’s Happening Now? 
• Trail closed April 21 
• Crews installed safety fencing, barricades, 

signs, and erosion control measures  
• Landscaping, trees, and encroachments  

removed 
• Access to private properties preserved 

Construction Hours 
• Weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
• Occasional Saturdays 
• No work on Sundays or holidays 

What’s Next?  
• Retaining walls 
• Drainage system, culverts, catch basins 
• Fish passage culverts  
• Grading, widening 

 
 

 
 

 

North Sammamish segment closed 

Crews installing culverts  



Construction Update 
What will the trail look like? 

Burke Gilman Trail – before Burke Gilman Trail – after 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Community Outreach 
North Sammamish Segment 

How is Parks engaging the public?  
• Onsite meetings with ~60 residents 

during design and construction  
• Over 300 hotline & email responses  
• Weekly construction updates 
• Newsletter mailings & email alerts 
• FAQ & informational materials 
• Press releases at milestones 

 
 

Meeting with Weber Point homeowners, 
September 4, 2013 



Open Houses – March 2014 
• 1,800 newsletters/flyers mailed 
• 110+ people attended 
• 140 comments submitted 

 
What’s Next? Outreach Meetings 
• South Sammamish A - July 2014 
• South Sammamish B - Early 2015  

 
 

 

Community Outreach 
South Sammamish Segment 

Open house meeting, March 2014 



Community Outreach 
What We’ve Heard?  

Key Themes 
 
 Utilities and drainage  
 Trail safety 

• Intersections and trail crossings 
• Enforce trail speed limit and rules  

 Access   
• More access points 
• Crosswalks at specific locations 
• Emergency response access 

 Landscaping and Trees 
• Loss of privacy  
• Blocked views 

 Restrooms 
• More facilities needed 
• Concern about safety, illegal activity 

 



Key Themes 
 
• Why does it take so long to build 

the trail? 
 
• Why can’t the trail remain open 

during construction? 
 

Community Outreach 
What We’ve Heard?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several additional concerns we’ve heard are:why does it take so long to build the trail? Why can’t the trail remain open during construction? The North Sammamish segment is particularly challenging, Due to limited access, narrow corridor, and steep slopes. �We understand construction is unpleasant for trail users and neighbors alike. Fully closing the trail allows crews to complete the work as quickly and safely as possible. Thank you for your patience!Some activities have temperature or seasonal constraints, i.e. paving (temperature), construction of fish culverts (seasonal), wall construction (need to be done during drier weather). Starting work early in the construction season will help the contractor complete work within one construction season. A later construction start date would result in construction over two summers. Fully closing the trail allows crews to complete multiple activities at the same time. Weekly construction updates and schedule are posted on the project website.Access will be maintained at all times. 



Community Outreach 
Stay involved!  

• Contact us to schedule a meeting!     
• Project Hotline : 1-888-668-4886  
• Email: ELST@kingcounty.gov 
• Project Website 

http://wwwkingcountygov/eastlakesammamishtrail 
• Sign-up for email alerts and mailings 
• Send us comments at: 

www.parksfeedback.com 
• Find us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/iheartkcparks 
• Follow our Blog 

http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/ 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes


http://wwwkingcountygov/eastlakesammamishtrail
http://www.parksfeedback.com/
http://www.facebook.com/iheartkcparks
http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/


• Federal Transportation Enhancements Grants   
 $750,000 for South Sammamish A 
 $3.0 million for North Sammamish Segment 
 $975,000  for Issaquah Segment   

• King County Parks, Open Space & Trails Levy  
 $3.3 million for North Sammamish Segment 
 $1.5 million for Issaquah Segment 
 $2.0 million for Redmond Segment 

• Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program (WWRP)  
 $500,000 for South Sammamish A Segment (pending) 
 $500,000 in 2013 for North Sammamish  
 $500,000 in 2011 for Issaquah Segment 

Project Funding 
How is King County paying for the ELST? 

 



Next Steps 
 
Fall 2014 

North Sammamish 
segment 
construction 
continues 

 Construction 
Milestone  
October – 
December 
paving 

 South Sammamish 
A design review 
meetings with 
homeowners. 

 
 
 
 

Summer 2014 

North 
Sammamish 
segment 
construction  

 Construction 
Milestone 
June-Sept. –  
“fish window” - 
construct 4 fish 
passable culverts 

 South 
Sammamish A 
preliminary 
design plans 
available 

 South 
Sammamish A 
design review 
meetings with 
homeowners 

Winter 2014/2015 

North Sammamish 
segment construction 
continues 

 Construction 
Milestones: 
December - February 
landscaping; fencing 

 South Sammamish A 
design plans 
complete 

 South Sammamish B 
preliminary design 
plans available 

 South Sammamish B 
design review 
meetings with 
homeowners 

Spring 2015 

North 
Sammamish 
Trail re-opens! 

 South 
Sammamish A 
construction 
begins 

 South 
Sammamish B  
meetings with 
trail neighbors  
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