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Summary 

One of King County Parks’ commitments throughout the design and construction of the East Lake 

Sammamish Trail is to preserve significant trees whenever possible. Trees provide natural habitat for 

birds and wildlife, and shade and screening for trail users and neighbors.  The close proximity of trees to 

the existing trail, design and construction of a wider trail that is safer and more accessible to people of all 

ages and abilities has been challenging and requires the removal of some trees.  

The 90-percent design plans for South Sammamish Segment A, of the East Lake Sammamish Trail, 

stretching from 43rd Way SE to SE 33rd Street are complete.  Understanding the sensitivities that 

surround tree removal, this document was prepared to assist the community in understanding the 

methodology used to identify and assess trees along the corridor.  Results of the assessment are 

summarized below and also shown on the attached tree preservation plans, which correspond to the trail 

design plans.  Please note, the tree preservation plans are preliminary, and may change as trail design 

progresses.  The tree preservation plans will be updated after completion of the 100-percent trail design. 

The assessment is intended to address significant trees.  As defined in the Sammamish Municipal Code, 

significant trees are coniferous trees with a diameter of 8 inches or greater and deciduous trees with a 

diameter of 12 inches or greater at breast height (DBH), or approximately 4 ½ feet above ground. 

Significant Tree Identification 

Metal tags were placed on significant trees in the corridor and enable adjacent property owners to take the 

unique identification number from the tag and compare it to the tree preservation plans to determine 

whether or not a tree will be removed.  King County’s right-of-way can vary up to 100 feet wide, so not 

every tree in the right-of-way has a metal tag.  In general, the design team placed a metal tag on all 

significant trees within 10 feet of the proposed clearing and grubbing limits.  There were 193 significant 

trees identified in the South Sammamish Segment A corridor.  There are many more significant trees in 

the corridor that do not have a metal tag.  The absence of a metal tag typically means that the tree will be 

retained. 

Arborist’s Assessment 

King County’s arborist completed an assessment of significant trees in the corridor that (1) may be 

affected by trail improvements or (2) present a hazard to trail users and adjacent property owners.  The 

trees that will be affected by trail improvements are typically inside the clearing and grubbing limits or 

within 10 feet of the clearing and grubbing limits.  The design team has reviewed the arborists’ 

assessment and concurs.  

The arborist field reviewed the location of the 193 identified trees with respect to the 90-percent design 

plans.  The arborist assessment includes the following:   

(1) A general inventory of significant trees within the proposed clearing and grubbing limits.  

Detailed information for each tree is not included because the trees must be removed. These trees 

are coded with an “X” in the attached tree preservation plans.   
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(2) A more detailed evaluation of significant trees close to or just outside the clearing and grubbing 

limits that may be adversely impacted by trail improvements.  The arborist evaluated the species, 

size, health, and proximity to construction to make a determination of “X” – remove, “S” – save 

(retain), or “M” – monitor during construction. 

(3) A more detailed evaluation of significant trees in the corridor that show outward signs of decline 

or significant defect resulting in a possible safety hazard.  The arborist evaluated the species, size, 

health, and proximity to construction to make a determination of “X” – remove, “S” – save 

(retain), or “M” – monitor during construction. 

 

Results of the Assessment 

The following table summarizes the results of the assessment.  The details are presented in the attached 

tree preservation plans. 

 

TOTAL SIGNIFICANT TREES ASSESSED BY ARBORIST 193 

ARBORIST ASSESSMENT  

 Significant trees to be saved 124 

  No action needed 69 

  Monitor – could still be affected by construction 55 

 Significant trees to be removed 69 

  Within clearing and grubbing limits 58 

  Outside clearing and grubbing limits 11 

Of the 193 significant trees assessed by the arborist, 69 significant trees will be removed.  Of the 69 

significant trees to be removed, seven trees meet the Sammamish Municipal Code definition of a heritage 

tree (22-inch or greater DBH).  Please note that only one of these seven heritage trees is within the 

clearing and grubbing limits.  The remaining six heritage trees are recommended for removal due to 

safety, based on their current condition (considerable defects, state of decline, or risk) rather than 

proximity to construction.   

The goal for the 55 significant trees identified for monitoring is to save them if possible.  Please note, the 

trees are close enough to the clearing and grubbing limits where they could be impacted by trail 

construction.  The arborist will monitor these trees and evaluate any damages as a result of construction 

activities. If the Arborist believes the long term health of the tree has been compromised and recommends 

removal of the tree, King County will notify the City of Sammamish. King County will also notify the 

adjacent property owners prior to tree removal. 
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