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Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
 

 
Neighborhood Meeting Summary 

East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail –South Sammamish Segment A 
Contract No. C00796C13 

 
July 21, 2014  

5 –7 p.m. 
East Lake Sammamish Trail at 212th Ave SE   

(4209 East Lake Sammamish Pkwy SE to 4261 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE) 
 
 
Meeting Overview:  

• Monica Leers, King County Parks, greeted attendees, introduced project staff, and explained 
the purpose of the meeting. King County is advancing design of the South Sammamish 
Segment A of the East Lake Sammamish Trail. Preliminary Trail Alignment Plans are now 
available and the design team is available tonight to explain the plans, answer questions, and 
collect comments. King County is committed to being a good neighbor and wants to hear 
from trail neighbors and the public early and often during design and construction. Monica 
encouraged to submit comments and contact the project team anytime to provide comments 
or ask questions.  

• All meeting attendees were asked to sign-in and received a packet of information that 
included recent newsletters for South and North Sammamish, informational project 
handouts, and a comment form. Trail neighbors received a personalized set of the design 
plans for the trail section adjacent to their home.   

• Jenny Bailey, Parametrix provided an overview of the Preliminary Trail Alignment Plans 
and design criteria. Jenny explained that through this segment of the trail, the alignment is 
driven by the wetland to the east. The design team is looking at ways to shift the trail to the 
east as much as possible without impacting the wetlands. King County is required by local, 
state, and federal regulations to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive areas. Jenny 
explained that the centerline of the paved trail is staked to provide a visual cue of the 
proposed trail improvements. Jenny provided an overview of how to read the design plans 
and encouraged attendees to refer to their individual plan set throughout the meeting. 

• Jenny Bailey led a walking tour from 4209 East Lake Sammamish Pkwy SE to 4261 East 
Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE; explaining the proposed alignment and key design 
features. Attendees were encouraged to ask questions and provide comments throughout the 
meeting. 
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Comment Summary:  

• Meeting attendees provided the following questions and comments.  
o There were several comments about enforcing trail rules and speed limits  

 Consider striping, speed bumps, signage, or other measures to calm bicycle 
traffic.   

 It is difficult to see cyclists at intersections.  
o Jenny Bailey explained that portions of this segment include tiered walls, designed to 

accommodate replanting in the area. There were several questions and comments 
related to trees and landscaping: 
 Neighbors suggested that the planting area between the two walls be about 

table height in order to best accommodate older gardeners.  
 Concern for privacy screening.  
 How will the project affect mature landscaping and trees?  
 Please remove arborvitae along the trail corridor.  
 Are there height restrictions for plants next to retaining walls?  
 Could you limb trees near intersections instead of removing them?  
 Does King County maintain landscaping installed as part of the project. 
 Will King County compensate homeowners for loss of landscaping? 

o The ELST will improve accessibility.  
o One individual expressed concern for a waterline adjacent to the trail at Station.  
o How is drainage included in the trail design?  
o Pedestrian access does not need to be relocated at Station 230 + 100  
o Why is King County paving the trail?  
o Preference for soft surface trail. 
o There were several questions and comments related to construction.  

 Will construction impact mailboxes?  
 Where is construction staging located?  
 What are the construction hours?  
 What is the timeframe for construction?  
 Will the trail be closed during construction?  
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o The new property owner opposite of Driveway 2 attended and expressed concerns 
about drainage as well as maintained access to parking space  

 
Action Items: 

� Send copy of retaining wall fact sheet to Lynn (Laura)  
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From: @gmail.com [ @gmail.com] on behalf of Vin Bhalerao [ ] 

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2014 8:37 PM 
To: ELST Master Plan 

Subject: Suggestions regarding the planned construction of East Lake Sammamish Trail - South 
Sammamish Segment A 

Hi.  

 

We live next to the East Lake Sammamish Trail at 4277 E Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE, 

Sammamish. IWe attended one of your trail meetings recently and decided to provide our 

suggestions for the construction of the trail. Here are some comments and suggestions we have 

for the planned construction of the trail: 

 

1. Our house is right at the bottom of one of the access roads that connects the East Lake 

Sammamish Parkway and the Shore Lane. The access road is really steep and when it 

rains, we get a lot of water coming down the road directly at our house. We would like to 

have some sort of a diversion mechanism set up on the access road so that rain water gets 

diverted away from the home and into the shore lane itself. Since this part of the access 

road is going to be redone anyway, we believe this request should be fairly easy to act on.  

2. Related to the above, it is extremely important that during construction, there is always a 

clear path for the water to flow to the Shore Lane. Care must be taken so that diversion of 

water flow due to construction equipment / materials / debris etc. do not cause rain water 

to flow towards our house. 

3. We do not have any space for street parking directly across from our house (due to being 

right at the bottom of the access road). So we park right next to our house parallel to the 

Shore Lane. It is essential for us that we be able to to park there during the construction 

and after the construction is over. Further, it would be important to keep the actual 

construction time period to as short as possible. 

4. Finally, is there any way to modify the access road in front of our house so that it does 

not end directly in front of our house, but between two houses? This may also make it 

less steep and thus more usable. The road is so steep at present that even a fire truck 

would not be able to use it. Also, I feel that the steepness makes it more hazardous for the 

residents as well as the trail users. Changing its direction will also help alleviate the water 

problem I mentioned above. Of course, we realize that we will have to see if our 

neighbors agree to this idea, but before we talk to them, we would like to know if such a 

thing is a possibility.  

 

We would be happy to also come and meet you in person to explain any of the points above. 

 

Thank you very much for listening. 

 

- Vinayak (Vin) Bhalerao / Sampada Bhalerao 

4277 E Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE, Sammamish, WA 98075. 

 

 



October 9, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Sammamish Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 

 
Parks and Recreation Division    
      
Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
King Street Center, KSC-NR-0700  
201 South Jackson, Room 700 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. and Ms. Bhalerao, 
 
Thank you for your comments at King County’s trail meetings this summer with homeowners in South 
Sammamish Segment A. All of the comments from the meetings were provided to the design team to be 
reviewed and considered as trail design advances. 
 
Your comments have been received. King County responses are as follows: 
 
Comment:  
 
Our house is right at the bottom of one of the access roads that connects the East Lake Sammamish 
Parkway and the Shore Lane. The access road is really steep and when it rains, we get a lot of water 
coming down the road directly at our house. We would like to have some sort of a diversion mechanism 
set up on the access road so that rain water gets diverted away from the home and into the shore lane 
itself. Since this part of the access road is going to be redone anyway, we believe this request should be 
fairly easy to act on.  
 
KC Response: 
 
King County understands there is an existing drainage issue regarding runoff from the Parkway. 
Intersections will be improved as part of trail construction, however installing a diversion mechanism to 
redirect driveway runoff could increase flows and add to an existing downstream drainage issue.   
 
King County Parks and the City of Sammamish are reviewing this to see if maintenance actions could 
address the existing drainage issue. 
 
Comment  
 
Related to the above, it is extremely important that during construction, there is always a clear path for 
the water to flow to the Shore Lane. Care must be taken so that diversion of water flow due to 
construction equipment / materials / debris etc. do not cause rain water to flow towards our house.  
 
KC Response: 
 
King County incorporates specific conditions within the construction documents that require the 
Contractor to use best construction practices. Project staff will be available through the project hotline and 
onsite during construction to immediately address any concerns or issues that arise.   
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October 9, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Sammamish Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 
Comment: 
 
We do not have any space for street parking directly across from our house (due to being right at the 
bottom of the access road). So we park right next to our house parallel to the Shore Lane. It is essential 
for us that we be able to park there during the construction and after the construction is over. Further, it 
would be important to keep the actual construction time period to as short as possible.  
 
KC Response: 
 
King County will maintain access to homes along East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane during construction. 
The driveway and access road may be narrowed during construction activities which may temporarily 
impact your parking. The project team will provide additional information as construction approaches and 
will provide notification of temporary impacts prior to construction activities.      
 
Comment:  
 
Finally, is there any way to modify the access road in front of our house so that it does not end directly in 
front of our house, but between two houses? This may also make it less steep and thus more usable. The 
road is so steep at present that even a fire truck would not be able to use it. Also, I feel that the steepness 
makes it more hazardous for the residents as well as the trail users. Changing its direction will also help 
alleviate the water problem I mentioned above. Of course, we realize that we will have to see if our 
neighbors agree to this idea, but before we talk to them, we would like to know if such a thing is a 
possibility. 
 
KC Response: 
 
Modifying the access road is outside the scope of this project.  
 
For additional information on the East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail project, please visit the project 
website at: www.kingcounty.gov/eastlakesammamishtrail.  
 
You may follow our blog (http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/) for frequent updates about the East 
Lake Sammamish Trail and other King County Parks projects.  
 
Please let us know if you have any additional questions or concerns. King County’s public outreach staff 
are available to meet with you throughout the design and construction process. You may set up an 
appointment by calling the project hotline at 1-888-668-4886 or emailing ELST@kingcounty.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gina Auld 
Capital Projects Manager  
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September 26, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 

 
Parks and Recreation Division         
Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
King Street Center, KSC-NR-0700  
201 South Jackson, Room 700 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kosenkranius, 
 
Thank you for your comments at King County’s trail meetings this summer with homeowners in South 
Sammamish Segment A. All of the comments from the meetings were provided to the design team to be 
reviewed and considered as trail design advances. 
 
Your comments have been received. KC responses are as follows: 
 
Comment: 
I want to get a long term or permanent easement to my house on the road that has been used for 40+ years. 
 
KC Response: 
Obtaining long term or permanent easement to your property is outside the scope of this project. Your comment 
has been sent to Kevin Workman, King County Parks Property Agent, for his review. Kevin will follow up with 
you directly on this issue.  
 
Comment: 
I want to make sure the parking lot and trail access is in the safest location. Not turning onto the Parkway in the 
middle of the curve. Suggest having the access south of 33rd Street where there is a turn lane.  
 
KC Response: 
Thank you for your suggestion regarding access to the parking lot. The County understands there is a great deal 
of community interest in the proposed parking lot. The County will continue to provide design updates and 
opportunities for community input with regard to trail design. The current timeline anticipates construction of the 
parking lot facility in 2018.  
 
For additional information on the East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail project, please visit the project 
website at: www.kingcounty.gov/eastlakesammamishtrail.  
 
You may follow our blog (http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/) for frequent updates about the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail and other King County Parks projects.  
 
King County’s public outreach staff are available to meet with you throughout the design and construction 
process. We encourage you to stay involved as design advances.  You may set up an appointment by calling 
the project hotline at 1-888-668-4886 or emailing ELST@kingcounty.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Gina Auld 
Capital Project Manager 
 

 





September 26, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
  

 

 
Parks and Recreation Division          
Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
King Street Center, KSC-NR-0700  
201 South Jackson, Room 700 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. O’Donnell, 
 
Thank you for your comments at King County’s trail meetings this summer with homeowners in South 
Sammamish Segment A. All of the comments from the meetings were provided to the design team to be 
reviewed and considered as trail design advances. 
 
Your comments have been received. King County responses are as follows: 
 
Comment: 
How high will the lower wall be? We would like it to be about the same as the current wall. 
 
KC Response:  
The height of the lower wall adjacent to 4229 E Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE will vary between 4-ft and-8-
ft., with the lowest point at the south end of the wall.  
 
Comment: 
How will planting in lower level be determined? We would like input – option to plant vegetables in portion of it. 
 
KC Response: 
Consistent with King County Parks Regional Trail guidelines, the trail design includes landscaping with low-
growing, native plants, shrubs and trees to restore the project area and achieve the following goals and 
objectives: 
 
• Increase trail safety by improving sightlines at all trail intersections. This includes installing plants that grow 

to a maximum of three feet at full maturity to ensure sightlines are maintained. 
• Restore areas disturbed by construction with landscape mulch and plantings or seeding to prevent erosion. 
• Provide multiple benefits including: ability to thrive in local conditions of drought or excess moisture; less 

maintenance; blend well into the natural surroundings along the trail corridor; and provide wildlife habitat. 
• Contribute to visual continuity along the trail corridor and help make the trail feel like a park. 
• In all cases, the species planted along the trail corridor will be appropriate for the surroundings with 

consideration given to size at maturity.   
 
Several trail neighbors have expressed interest in providing input on trail landscaping and the possibility of 
additional landscaping within King County’s right-of-way. King County staff will be available to meet with trail 
neighbors closer to construction to discuss landscaping preferences, the County’s Special Use Permit (SUP) 
process for additional planting, and safety guidelines for landscaping design.  
 
Comment: 
Free standing mailboxes currently on wall, would prefer moved off property. 
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September 26, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
  

 
KC Response: 
If the mailboxes conflict with trail construction, they will be relocated temporarily during construction. Currently, 
there are no plans to relocate mailboxes permanently.   
  
Comment: 
We do not need access to steps from our property, currently on plans. 
 
KC Response: 
Thank you for clarifying access stairs to your property was not needed. The stairs will be deleted from the 
design plans.  
 
Comment: 
Trail could use more frequent trash bins. 
 
KC Response: 
Thank you for your sharing your comment on additional trash receptacles. This request will be sent to King 
County Parks maintenance for consideration.  
 
For additional information on the East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail project, please visit the project 
website at: www.kingcounty.gov/eastlakesammamishtrail.  
 
You may follow our blog (http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/) for frequent updates about the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail and other King County Parks projects.  
 
King County’s public outreach staff are available to meet with you throughout the design and construction 
process. We encourage you to stay involved as design advances.  You may set up an appointment by calling 
the project hotline at 1-888-668-4886 or emailing ELST@kingcounty.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gina Auld 
Capital Project Manager 
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October 9, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Sammamish Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 

 
Parks and Recreation Division    
      
Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
King Street Center, KSC-NR-0700  
201 South Jackson, Room 700 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
 
Dear Mr. Skok, 
 
Thank you for your comments following King County’s trail meetings this summer with homeowners in 
South Sammamish Segment A. All of the comments from the meetings were provided to the design team 
to be reviewed and considered as trail design advances. 
 
Your comments have been received. KC responses are as follows. 
 
Comment: 
 
Retaining wall #5 should be eliminated or pushed back as close to retaining wall #4 as possible due to 
limited parking and narrow roadway on East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane. Would like information on 
proposed height of walls #4 and #5 as well as the exact distance between them. Has this changed in the 
updated plans?  
 
KC Response: 
 
Some sections of the trail require construction of retaining walls to stabilize slopes, avoid impacts to 
environmentally sensitive areas, and minimize the project’s footprint. The 60% design plans for South 
Sammamish Segment A propose a wall height of 1 foot to 10.5 feet for Wall #4. The range or varying wall 
height is due to the length of the wall which extends beyond your property. The height of Wall #4 is 
approximately 3.6–feet adjacent to your property. A proposed wall height for Wall #5 is 6.75 feet to 8.75 
feet.  The height of Wall #5 is approximately 8.75 feet adjacent to your property. The distance between 
Wall #4 and Wall #5 is approximately 6 feet.  
 
Comment: 
 
The wall drain outfall should be eliminated or moved, e.g. drained into the primary drainage or past 
Station 227 where the lots are undeveloped. Current outfall location will create safety hazard for 
residents, including children, and threatens landscaping.  
 
KC Response:  
 
The type of retaining wall at this location is designed to allow water to pass between and under the blocks 
of the wall system. In locations where groundwater is present, a wall drain is installed to prevent water 
pressure from building up behind the wall if the blocks don’t allow water to pass quickly enough. Poor 
drainage is the leading cause of retaining wall failures. The drain is similar to the foundation drain found 
around the outside of a house. The drain runs along the base of the wall to a low spot in the wall where 
the drain can discharge.  
 
The wall drain is expected to discharge only a small volume of water. However, the design team will 
consider other possible locations as the design is progressed to 90-percent completion.  
 



October 9, 2014                                                                      
 East Lake Sammamish Trail South Sammamish Segment A 

July 21 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 
Comment: 
 
Privacy screens must be effective upon planting as many residents in the neighborhood have young 
children at home.  
 
KC Response:  
 
King County understands homeowner concerns regarding privacy and landscaping.  One of the criteria 
used in the trial design is to minimize impacts to adjacent homeowners whenever possible. One 
component to trail construction is landscaping which includes a planting palette of trees, native shrubs 
and ground cover plants.   
 
Based upon feedback received from many Sammamish trail neighbors the landscaping plan will include 
some taller shrubs to provide privacy screens.  
 
Landscaping along the trail corridor is an important component of trail design that includes the following 
objectives:  
 

• Increase trail safety by improving sightlines at all trail intersections. This includes installing plants 
that grow to a maximum of three feet at full maturity to ensure sightlines are maintained.  

• Restore open ground areas with landscape mulch and plantings or seeding to prevent erosion. 
• Contribute to a sense of visual continuity along the trail corridor and help make the trail feel like a 

park.   
• Installing native plants, shrubs, and groundcover offer many benefits including; they are well 

adapted to thrive in local conditions of drought or excess moisture; require less maintenance; 
grow to natural sizes and forms; blend well into the natural surroundings along the trail corridor. 
 

For additional information on the East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail project, please visit the project 
website at: www.kingcounty.gov/eastlakesammamishtrail.  
 
You may follow our blog (http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/) for frequent updates about the East 
Lake Sammamish Trail and other King County Parks projects.  
 
King County’s public outreach staff are available to meet with you throughout the design and construction 
process. You may set up an appointment by calling the project hotline at 1-888-668-4886 or emailing 
ELST@kingcounty.gov. 
 
Best, 
 
Gina Auld 
Capital Project Manager 
 
























