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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
The purpose of this annual report is to provide an accounting of 2000 Green River Flood
Control Zone District (District) financial and work program activity.  An annual reporting of
District revenues and expenditures is required per Section 2.1.4 of the Green River Basin
Program Interlocal Agreement (ILA), adopted June 30, 1992 by King County and the Green
River Valley cities of Auburn, Kent, Renton and Tukwila.  The report also provides a summary of
the major repairs made to the District’s flood protection facilities on the Green River in 2000.

In 1978, King County and the Green River Valley cities signed an interlocal agreement to form
the Green River Basin Program (GRBP), an interjurisdictional flood control and drainage
program for the lower Green River Basin.  The 1992 ILA supports the continuation of the Green
River Basin Program and has a ten-year duration.  The GRBP formulates and recommends the
annual work program and budget for the District.

Prior to 1991, the Green River Basin Program was funded by a cost-share arrangement between
King County and the Green River cities.  The Green River Basin Program is now funded by the
District.

GREEN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT

The Green River Flood Control Zone District was formed in 1966 and activated in December
1990.  The purpose of the District is to provide a funding base for operation and maintenance
of levees, revetments and pump stations on the Green River within the District’s boundaries, and
to fund administration of the Green River Basin Program.

The District encompasses areas within seven cities, five Metropolitan King County Council
Districts, four State legislative districts, three Congressional districts and portions of
unincorporated King County.  It approximates the drainage basin of the lower Green River
Valley, contains some 44,000 acres, and has a total assessed valuation in 2001 of $15.86
billion.  A map of the District is shown on page 4 of this report.

In accordance with state law regarding special purpose districts, the Green River Flood Control
Zone District is a quasi-municipal corporation, legally separate from King County.  However, the
Metropolitan King County Council serves as the District’s Board of Supervisors.
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Flood Summary for Water Year 2001 (10/1/00-9/4/01)

The Green River experienced another mild year for flood events, largely due to the lack of
precipitation as a result the continued moderating effects on Northwest weather from La Nina.
With more normal years experiencing an average of two to three flood events per season and
Phase III flood events on average occurring once every two years, the 2000-2001 flood season
was  not a typical year.

As indicated on the flow graph below, the Green River failed to reach Phase I flood thresholds
of 5,000 cubic feet per second (CFS) during the entire 2001 water year measured at the Auburn
gage.  The high water event on the Green River occurred during April 30, 2001 through May 4th,
2001 when the Auburn gage measured flows between 3,430 and 3,510 CFS.  The majority of
flow in the Green River is contributed from the upper watershed as a controlled release  from
the Howard Hanson reservoir.

Green River Near Auburn (USGS #12113000):  At river mile 32.0, 1.8 miles
downstream from Big Soos Creek.  Drainage area is approximately 399 square miles.

Green River Below Howard Hanson Dam (USGS #12105900):  Located .7 miles
downstream from Howard Hanson Dam with a contributing drainage area of
approximately 221 square miles.  Flows at this site as a result are regulated by the
operations of Howard Hanson Dam.
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2001 Water Year Precipitation Totals

The Green River watershed, as well as other regions throughout the Northwest, continue to
experience drier-than-normal conditions during the 2001 water year.  When rainfall is less than
normal for several weeks, months, or years, the flow of streams and rivers declines, and the
water levels in lakes and reservoirs fall.

Below is the accumulated precipitation at Seatac beginning October 1, 2000 through September
4, 2001 for the current 2001 water year.  In addition to precipitation accumulation totals are
the historical daily mean and the standard deviations of the daily mean per calendar day for the
water year (October 1 – September 30).  As the graph indicates, precipitation for the 2001
water year is expected to be 20-25% below the historical daily mean.
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