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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
The purpose of this annual report is to provide an accounting of 1998 Green River Flood
Control Zone District (District) financial activity. An annual reporting of District revenues and
expenditures is required per Section 2.1.4 of the Green River Basin Program Interlocal
Agreement (ILA), adopted on June 30, 1992 by King County and the Green River Valley cities of
Auburn, Kent, Renton and Tukwila. The report also provides a summary of the major repairs
made to the District’s flood protection facilities on the Green River in 1998.

In 1978, King County and the Green River Valley cities signed an interlocal agreement to form
the Green River Basin Program (GRBP), an interjurisdictional flood control and drainage
program for the lower Green River Basin. The 1992 ILA supports the continuation of the Green
River Basin Program and has a ten-year duration.

Prior to 1991, the Green River Basin Program was funded by a cost-share arrangement between
King County and the Green River cities. The Green River Basin Program is now funded by the
District.

GREEN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT
The Green River Flood Control Zone District was formed in 1966 and activated in December
1990. The purpose of the District is to provide a funding base for operation and maintenance of
levees, revetments and pump stations on the Green River and to fund administration of the
Green River Basin Program.

The District encompasses areas within seven cities, five Metropolitan King County Council
Districts, four State legislative districts, three Congressional districts and portions of
unincorporated King County. A map of the District is shown on page 3 of this report.

In accordance with state law regarding special purpose districts, the Green River Flood Control
Zone District is a quasi-municipal corporation, legally separate from King County. However, the
Metropolitan King County Council acts as the District’s Board of Supervisors.

Overview of 1998 Flood Events

The Green River experienced dangerous high flows during only one flood event in 1998. Heavy
rainfall and warm temperatures between December 28-30, 1998 caused moderate flooding in
the Green River Valley. The peak flow at Auburn reached approximately 9600 cfs on December
30th, which exceeded the threshold for a Phase III flood. The King County Flood Warning
Center was opened and patrol crews were sent out to inspect river facilities. A river bank slump
was discovered on the shoulder of Frager Road. Road crews were put on alert and surveys were
started to design a repair.
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1998 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Green River Basin Program and Green River Flood Control Zone District work program
accomplishments included:

•Continued coordinating response to two federally declared flood disasters (November of
1995, and February of 1996).

•Implementation of the Flood Response Manual and Post-Flood Recovery Plan, including
enhanced coordination with the Green River cities to share flow information during flood
events and participation in preliminary and formal damage assessments.

•Completion of annual Green River maintenance assessments and development of a high
priority maintenance project list with involvement of the Green River Basin Technical
Committee (BTC).

• Completed Facility Repairs (see pages 10 through 16).

•Worked with King County’s applicant agent (KC Office of Emergency Management) to track
project costs and provide documentation for federal flood disaster fund reimbursement.

•Proposed and gained approval for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) alternative
projects to purchase floodplain lands and flood management equipment.

•Produced Annual Reports for Army Corps of Engineers 205 program.

•Tracked results from smolt counter at the Black River pump station in cooperation with the
cities of Kent and Renton.

•Completion of the 1997 Annual Report.

•Ongoing development, monitoring, and tracking of budget for GRBP and District.

•Ongoing coordination of BTC meetings.

•Provided administrative and technical assistance to the development of the WRIA9 Steering
Committee and Technical Work Group.

•Ongoing participation with WRIA9 Salmon Conservation Planning efforts and representation
of Green River Flood Management issues in this process.

•Coordination of planning activities and meetings with the Green/Duwamish Watershed Forum.

•Performed lead agency administrative functions and implemented 1st phase of $275,000
Community Development Block Grant contract agreement for Desimone levee repair work in
the City of Tukwila.

•Coordinated project review with recreational boater safety interests.

•Participated on an interagency Levee Vegetation Management Committee that has been
established to pursue a regional variance from the Army Corps of Engineers for PL 84-99
standards for levee vegetation.

•Prepared jeopardy assessment and Endangered Species Act (ESA) review of proposed1998
projects and cooperated with King County Biological Review Panel in their evaluation of these
projects.
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