Priority Areas and Subarea Recommendations

5.3.10 West Quartermaster Harbor

The West Quartermaster Harbor subarea is composed of one long drift cell extending
from Neill Point to Camp Burton inside west Quartermaster Harbor (see Map 2). This
area has extensive feeder bluffs with few houses and mature riparian vegetation,
although the houses present do have armored shorelines. To the north, this area
transitions to a long section of shoreline with houses one to two rows deep along the
shoreline; in this area, riparian vegetation is present, but it is separated from the shore
by the houses. There are several roads along the shoreline in various sections as the

shore turns to an east/west direction, with more residential development.

Approaching Magnolia Beach from the south, there is a long, shallow, flat shoreline with
some small freshwater sources, but the main creek in the subarea is Fisher Creek, which
contains a marsh at Magnolia Beach that extends through the front yard of the houses.
This stream drains into a wide delta with dendritic intertidal channels. There is a very

large, intact marsh at Camp Burton that includes LWD accumulations.

Pacific herring have been documented as spawning along the entire shoreline of this
subarea and the southernmost portion is adjacent to an identified herring holding area
(WDFW 2003). There are no WDFW documented salmon streams in this subarea
(WDFW 2002).

5.3.10.1 Habitat Needs and Goals

The strength of habitat in this area is in its long, wide, flat, well-vegetated riparian
areas with small tributary mouths, and large lagoons. One key need with regard to
this habitat is to improve the mouth of Fisher Creek to expand the marsh habitat to
take full advantage of the refuge and feeding opportunities there. With its
importance for herring holding and spawning, the subarea’s extensive flat beaches
should not be overlooked. Thus, sediment supply to this area should be conserved,
protected, and restored, and riparian vegetative cover should remain at a premium

here.

5.3.10.2 Priority Recommendations

Habitat recommendations in this subarea include the following (Map 16):
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«  Conserve unarmored feeder bluffs, intact riparian vegetation, and LWD across
the intertidal zone along the southern third of the subarea. This is an
extended reach of good habitat that has added importance because herring
are documented as spawning along the shoreline. This is a priority for the
entire project area and is identified in Section 5.2.

o Conserve the marshes in the subarea, including Fisher Creek at Magnolia
Beach and Camp Burton.

« Restore sediment supply in the middle section of the subarea by removing
residential bulkheads in accretionary areas, such as adjacent to Fisher Creek.

»  Restore the mouth of Fisher Creek, expand marsh habitat and remove
armoring, and provide marine riparian vegetation.

Rehabilitate riparian vegetation in residential areas where possible.
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Conserve and restore creek mouth
Protect and improve habitat at Fisher Creek,
including expanding marsh, removing

armoring at residences along accretionary
delta; and improving marine riparian vegetation.
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Rehabilitate riparian vegetation in residential areas
where possible

Rehabilitate riparian vegetation at available areas.
Riparian vegetation could be improved by planting
tree and plant species in locations that balance

the habitat benefits with the desire for views in
this and other residential areas.
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West Quartermaster Harbor
This subarea has long, wide, flat, well-vegetated riparian areas with small tributary
mouths, and large lagoons. These areas and the extensive flat beaches also
present should be protected and restored for salmonid migratory corridors and
for the herring which have been documented to spawn here.

Rehabilitate

. Restore

Conserve lagoon and marsh at Camp Burton
This marsh provides high functioning rearing habitat
for juvenile salmonids. These areas and the wide
corridor of riparian vegetation should be conserved
to maintain existing habitat function.
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Conserve unarmored feeder bluffs
This area has extensive feeder bluffs with few houses
and has mature riparian vegetation. Where possible,
remove unnecessary armor in sections of this reach.
This is an extended reach of good habitat that has
added importance because herring are documented
as spawning along the shoreline.
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West Quartermaster Harbor Subarea and Priority Recommendations
Identification of Priority Habitats

WRIA9 Nearshore Habitat Assessment





