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July 6, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Jay Inslee 

Office of the Governor 

PO Box 40002 

Olympia, WA  98504-0002 

 

RE: SSB 5977 Part VI – Providing Sales and Use Tax Exemptions to Encourage Coal-Fired 

Generation Plants to Convert to Natural Gas-Fired Plants of Biomass Energy Facilities 

 

Dear Governor Inslee: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the 2.1 million Washington State residents living in King County to 

request that you veto Part VI of SSB 5977 which eliminates state and local taxes for the 

conversion of TransAlta Corporation’s coal-fired plant in Centralia to a fossil fuel gas-fired or 

biomass fueled plant.  

  

The incentive to convert the TransAlta plant to a natural gas-fired plant is a giant step 

backwards for our state and for confronting climate change. It was a hard-fought consensus 

agreement in 2011 between TransAlta, environmental and labor groups, the state Legislature, 

and former Governor Christine Gregoire that developed an agreement to close the plant and 

invest $55 million in the community to support education and retraining, efficiency, and 

economic development. King County strongly supports a just transition for the existing coal 

plant workers to new job opportunities, an important part of the existing agreement.   

 

Confronting climate change and accelerating a transition to a clean energy economy with 

family wage jobs is a top priority for King County. Through the Growth Management Planning 

Council, 39 cities and King County have established shared, formal targets to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. The County’s 

Strategic Climate Action Plan has specific policy actions to meet our emission reduction goals, 

including increasing countywide renewable electricity use to 90 percent by 2030, phasing out 

coal-fired electricity sources by 2025, and limiting the construction of new natural gas-based 

electricity plants.  
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We’ve seen in King County, and across Washington State, that investments in clean energy 

create more jobs and economic activity than investments in fossil fuel alternatives. Energy 

efficiency sustains 7,500 jobs and over $600 million in economic activity1 and the state’s solar 

industry employs over 3,500 people, resulting in over $370 million invested in the state2.  

 

Further, promoting new fossil fuel natural gas electricity generation by providing a taxpayer 

subsidy runs counter to the environmental goals you established and commitments to the Paris 

Climate Agreement. We cannot reach the state’s adopted greenhouse gas reduction targets by 

subsidizing the development of new fossil fuel infrastructure; we must continue to develop 

renewable sources of energy and advanced technologies to reduce our carbon emissions.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

 

Dow Constantine 

King County Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The Economic Impacts and Macroeconomic Benefits of Energy Efficiency Programs in Washington, 

Northwest Energy Efficiency Council & ECONorthwest, June 2016 
2 Solar Energy Industries Association: http://www.seia.org/state-solar-policy/washington 

 

http://www.seia.org/state-solar-policy/washington

