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MOTION NO.   2000-2   
A MOTION amending the Countywide Planning Policies to address the listing of several salmon species as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.

WHEREAS, The listing of several salmon species as threatened under the Endangered Species Act by the Federal government has highlighted the need to coordinate regulatory and programmatic approaches for the preservation of habitat for salmon;

WHEREAS, The Growth Management Act calls for the protection and maintenance of the environment in order to enhance the State’s high quality of life and requires counties and cities to give special consideration to conservation or protection measures necessary to preserve or enhance anadromous fisheries (RCW36.70A.172);

WHEREAS, The King County Countywide Planning Policies recognize the importance of environmental protection and requires all jurisdictions to protect and enhance the natural ecosystems through their comprehensive plans and development regulations in order to ensure that future development protect and respect fish and wildlife habitat;

WHEREAS, The Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) established the ESA Subcommittee to review the Critical Areas Section the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) for changes relevant to assist in compliance with the ESA and the recovery of threatened salmon and their habitat; 

WHEREAS, The ESA Subcommittee met several times and completed their review of the Critical Areas Section of the CPPs.  The May 15, 2000 Report summarizes their recommendations and was presented on May 24, 2000 to the GMPC.  The recommended changes to the CPPs include recognition of the work that many jurisdictions are already doing to protect threatened habitat; modifications to strengthen existing policies; and new policies that recognize and define the role of local watershed planning efforts in regional salmon recovery; and

WHEREAS, The Growth Management Planning Council has reviewed the recommended changes to the CPPs and finds that the changes are needed to further protect salmon and restore habitat.

THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY HEREBY MOVES AS FOLLOWS:

Amend the Countywide Planning Policies as shown on Attachment A.

ADOPTED by the Growth Management Planning Council of King County on ___________________ and signed by the members of the GMPCKC Executive Committee on __________________ in open session in authentication of its adoption.

_________________________________      

Ron Sims, Chair, GMPC

Attachment A:  Amendments to Countywide Planning Policies, Section II Critical Areas
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