
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, May 26, 2004
Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Mayor Mary Alice Burleigh, Commissioner Walt Canter, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Councilmember David Della, Councilmember Eric Faison, Councilmember Jean Garber, Councilmember David Irons, Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak, Deputy Mayor Phil Noble, Councilmember Larry Phillips, Councilmember John Resha, Councilmember Peter Steinbrueck, Councilmember Nancy Whitten.

Councilmember Conlin convened the meeting at 4:05 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

There were no public comments.
I-B.
Review and Approval of the October 1, 2003 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the October 1, 2003 meeting summary.

II.
Proposed CPP Amendments Related to the King County Comprehensive

Plan 2004 Update.
Paul Reitenbach, King County staff, presented the following proposed amendments to the
Countywide Planning Policies based on the Executive recommended Update of the King County Comprehensive Plan:

· Remove the red “overlap” designation for the unincorporated Urban area between SeaTac and Tukwila and include this area in Tukwila’s PAA;

· Redesignation of Perrigo Park from Rural to Urban and including this property within Redmond’s PAA;

· Redesignation of the Enumclaw Golf Course from Rural to Urban and including this property within Enumclaw’s PAA;

· Redesignation of a .6 of an acre parcel on Cougar Mountain from Rural to Urban and including this property within Bellevue’s PAA;

· Redesignation of 120 acres of the Bear Creek Urban Planned Development from Urban to Rural;

· Redesignation of approximately 128 acres in the Willows Road area from Rural to Urban and including this area within Kirkland’s PAA.  Approximately 70 acres of this area is designated as an Urban Separator.

Staff also alerted GMPC that additional amendments to the CPP’s may be proposed as a result of King County Council review of the county comprehensive plan update. 

The GMPC concurred with the staff recommendation to prepare a Motion making the amendments described above for consideration and possible action at the September 15, 2004 GMPC meeting.

III. 
Proposed Designation of Downtown Burien as an Urban Center

Burien Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak and Planning Director Scott Greenberg presented this proposal, explaining plans for future development and capital improvements in downtown Burien.  The slides presented by Burien are attached to this meeting summary.
Councilmember Steinbrueck expressed concerns about the countywide need for more housing.  He expressed the need for a better balance between new housing and new job creation.
Councilmember Garber asked how affordable housing is encouraged by this proposal.  It was pointed out that this proposal does not include specific measures to require housing affordability, however most housing in Burien is affordable and buildout of the planned urban center will significantly increase the city’s housing supply.

Councilmember Noble asked if the City owns the entire area proposed for redevelopment.  Mr. Greenberg responded that the City will own some, but not all of this area.

Councilmember Steinbrueck commended Burien for their approach.  Councilmember Conlin added his support for this proposal.

The GMPC concurred with the staff recommendation to prepare a Motion designating downtown Burien as an Urban Center for consideration and possible action at the September 15, 2004 GMPC meeting.

IV.
Proposed Amendments to Table LU-1 of the CPP’s
Chandler Felt, King County staff, explained the proposed technical adjustments to the household and job targets (Table LU-1) of the Countywide Planning Policies.  The slides presented by staff are attached to this meeting summary.
After a clarifying question by Councilmember Conlin, the GMPC concurred with the staff recommendation to prepare a Motion making the proposed amendments to Table LU-1for consideration and possible action at the September 15, 2004 GMPC meeting.
V.
Benchmarks
Rose Curran, King County staff, presented an overview of the Benchmark Program and a series of recommendations for the Benchmark Program and Indicator Development.    

The slides presented by Ms. Curran are attached to this meeting summary.

Councilmember Steinbrueck noted the growth of poverty in King County and asked whether the cause is related to our economy or to immigration.   Staff replied that in the 1990’s in-migration was a major factor, but the economy has been the major factor since 2000.
Councilmember Della asked what the median income is and if there is a rise in the number of working poor.  Staff responded the median income was $65, 000 for the average-size household of 2.5 people in 2002, based on H.U.D. income estimates.  However, H.U.D. has recently revised its median income estimates for King County downward to about $61,000 for 2003 and 2004.   Also, staff noted there is growth in the number of working people making 50% of median income or less.

Councilmember Irons asked if the median income has grown steadily over the years.  Staff responded that median income rose dramatically in the 1990’s, but has leveled off in the last few years.
Councilmember Conlin commented on the educational trend that 1/3 of all 9th grade students do not graduate from high school with their class.  Mr. Conlin noted it is very difficult to track students and the number not graduating seems too high.  Councilmember Irons concurred, stating that even though students may not graduate with their class, many students are able to graduate within 24 months through alternative education programs.
Councilmember Conlin stated that dropping out of high school raises issues of community stability.  He suggested we attempt to track the number of students who drop out to see how many actually earn a high school diploma in later years.
Councilmember Noble asked whether students who graduate early do not show up in the number of students who graduate with their class, thus skewing the number who do not graduate upward.  Staff said they would check on this.

Councilmember Steinbrueck asked about tracking job growth and housing production in Urban Centers.  Staff responded jobs and housing in Urban Centers are being tracked.  Councilmember Steinbrueck suggested jobs to housing ratios in Urban Centers be monitored closely and reported with a higher profile.
Councilmember Faison pointed out that South King County cities have a higher number of workforce population than jobs, so encouraging job growth in the south county Urban Centers is very important.  He also remarked that providing housing is a challenge because new housing is market-driven.

Councilmember Steinbrueck recognized this challenge but noted that the market is not producing enough affordable housing.  He stated we need aggressive strategies to accomplish this goal.

Councilmember Faison repeated an earlier comment by Burien representatives that almost all of the housing in South King County is affordable in relation to median family income.
Councilmember Steinbrueck said about half of Seattle’s housing are rental units, and most new housing is multifamily.

Mayor Burleigh noted that most Eastside cities contribute to ARCH to build multifamily housing.  Land values make affordable housing very difficult on the Eastside and condominium development has been at at standstill until recently.

Councilmember Krakowiak added that the condominium industry is very restricted and condominiums are important in terms of affordable housing.  This provides people an opportunity to invest in their own home.  She said she is working with the Town Square developer to provide condominiums in that development.
Councilmember Irons asked about the percentage of diesel fuel that is low-sulfur.  Staff did not know.  Councilmember Irons pointed out that our busses are now 98% cleaner than 1990 busses.

Councilmember Steinbrueck asked if diesel emission measurements include cruise ships and other vessels.  Staff responded that these emissions would be picked up by monitoring.  Consumption of diesel fuel is now measured only in terms of auto and truck usage.

Councilmember Conlin noted that per-capita miles driven have leveled off.  However staff pointed out that total miles driven have doubled.

Councilmember Steinbrueck found the 1980 to present trend of increased single occupant vehicle trips to be disturbing.  He asked about tracking travel distance from home to work.  Staff responded that the U.S. census transportation data on this subject will be released soon.  Councilmember Steinbrueck thinks this data may be one of the most useful indicators of the success of our growth management strategy.
Councilmember Irons stated that 25% of the workforce in Pierce County is employed in King County.  He believes this is related to our lack of affordable housing.

Staff recommended we continue the bi-monthly reporting format for Benchmarks.  The GMPC concurred with this recommendation.
Staff also recommended formation of a Benchmark Advisory Group that would work closely with the Interjurisdictional Staff Team.  The GMPC concurred with this recommendation.
Staff recommended a series of revisions to specific Indicators, as detailed in their staff report.
The GMPC concurred with these recommendations.  Councilmember Steinbrueck suggested we report on the Indicators as simply as possible, so non-technical people can understand and appreciate the information.
VI. 
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:36 PM.
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