
1. Introduction and Report Organization

What are the governance alternatives?

Under the Growth Management Act, three governance options are available to residents of urban unincorporated King County:

1. Preserve the status quo – remaining part of unincorporated King County as long as possible.

2. Incorporate as a new city.

3. Annex to an adjoining city.

Whatever option North Highline residents choose, under existing state law, a change in local governance will not occur without affirmative action by North Highline residents.  A neighboring city, for example, cannot “take over” North Highline without the consent of North Highline residents through petition or vote, nor can King County force the area to annex to another city.

Goals and objectives of the report

This report provides North Highline residents and businesses with reliable and unbiased information with which to make well-informed decisions about their future.  Given the available governance options, four primary questions are likely to be uppermost in residents’ minds:

1. Is maintaining the status quo a viable option?

2. Is an incorporated City of North Highline financially feasible?

3. How might our services or taxes change if we annex to a neighboring city?

4. What do my neighbors think about these options?

This report is intended to help answer these questions.

This report examines issues of governance from the perspective of North Highline residents and businesses.  This is not an assessment of whether annexation would be desirable from the viewpoint of surrounding cities.  Clearly, these cities will have questions about what effects annexation might have on their budgets, and about how annexation might aid them in achieving their long-term goals.  While these kinds of questions are important and need resolution before reaching final agreements on a governance change, the cities themselves are in the best position to address them from the perspective of their citizens.

 Report Organization

This report begins with a brief discussion of some of the general characteristics of the North Highline area, including basic statistical data used in our calculations.  The next section reviews the findings from a survey designed to identify key issues on the minds of North Highline residents.  The remaining sections of the report discuss North Highline’s three governance options.  In section four, we briefly discuss the viability of maintaining the status quo and remaining part of unincorporated King County.  In section five, we discuss our analysis of the feasibility of incorporation as a new city.  And in section six, we provide a detailed analysis of considerations surrounding annexation to neighboring cities.


Who should provide police and other


services to your community?


Important survey, please respond promptly!
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